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Pokemon Club 
meeting next 
Thursday 


The Pokemon Club is 
again meeting weekly in 
the Children’s Activities 
Room at the Holyoke 
Public Library. 

Whether a fan of col- 
lecting cards, watching the 
show, playing the games or 
loving the app, Pokemon 
fans of all ages and abili- 
ties are welcome to gath- 
er every Thursday, 4-6 
p.m., in the library at 250 
Chestnut St., Holyoke. The 
first meeting is Feb. 13. 

There is no cost to par- 
ticipate, but registration is 
recommended at 413-420- 
8105. 








Library to 
look at science 
of ice cream 


Children aged 8-12 
are invited to learn about 
the science of ice cream, 
and how to make their 
own, at a Holyoke Public 
Library event this month. 
Children’s Library 
Assistant Charlie Pope 
will lead this STEM Week 
event 1-2 p.m. Saturday, 
Feb. 22. 

Participation is free 
but supplies are limited, 
so advance registration is 
required at cpope @holyo- 
kelibrary.org or 1n person at 
the Children’s Room desk. 
For more information, call 
413-420-8105. The library 
is at 250 Chestnut St., 
Holyoke. 





Tickets 
available now 
for chili dinner 


Our Lady of the Cross 
Church in Holyoke will 
host a chili dinner starting 
at 5 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 15. 

Several different kinds 
of chili will be served, 
from mild to spicy. Tickets 
are $10 for adults and $5 
for children under 12. 

The dinner will take 
place in the Parish Hall 
on Holy Cross Avenue. To 
order tickets, call the parish 
office at 413-532-5661. 
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Ex-teachers speak out 








in Be 


receivership 


Elizabeth Butler, a Holyoke native and former Holyoke High School teacher, speaks at the City Council 


meeting on Tuesday. 


Photo by Michael Ballway 


Lax standards, staff turnover to be discussed March 9 


By Michael Ballway 
mballway@turley.com 


It’s time for Holyoke 
to take back control of its 
schools, a group of ex-teach- 
ers told the City Council this 
week. 

“For too long, you have 
remained quiet and com- 
placent. We all have,” said 
Elizabeth Butler, who was 
born and raised in Holyoke 
and taught at Holyoke High 
School until 1% years ago. 

“Five years later, we are 


in the same place we were,” 
said Holyoke resident and 
former teacher Doug Arnold. 
“The test scores have not kept 
up. The school system has 
lost 600 veteran administra- 
tors, teachers, and staff.” 

The solution, they said, 
is an end to receivership — 
the 2015 decision by the state 
Department of Elementary 
and Secondary Education 
to take control of Holyoke’s 
public schools away from 
the locally elected School 
Committee and appoint a 


receiver-superintendent who 
reports directly to DESE. 

Councilors agreed to 
continue the discussion at a 
meeting of their Development 
and Governmental Relations 
Committee at 6 p.m. Monday, 
March 9, in City Hall. 

Arnold and Butler were 
among the 16 former HHS 
teachers who signed a letter 
published last month in The 
Holyoke Sun (“Two Sides of 
the Story in Holyoke School 


See SPEAK OUT, page 7 








Teachers kindle love of books in young pupils 


By Peter Spotts 
pspotts@turley.com 


ostering a love of read- 
He: at young ages is 

important and Lawrence 
School is bringing kids 
together and cultivating that 
love in and out of school. 

The debut of the Family 
Literacy event on Wednesday, 
Feb. 5, drew dozens of chil- 
dren and their parents to the 
cafeteria, where first and 
second grade teachers read 
books in English and Spanish. 
After each book, people could 
switch to another table to 
enjoy several books before the 
conclusion of the event. 

“IT like that there’s a lot 
of pictures and the pictures 
make the book even funner,’ 
said Dustin Sibley, one of the 
students. 

“IT think it’s fun for the 
kids,’ added parent Sarah 
Clark. “My kids enjoy read- 
ing. They pretty much begged 
to come do this.” 

While enjoying having 
the books read to them, the 
energetic children enjoyed 
munching on cookies and hot 
chocolate with marshmallows. 





Teacher Molly Cooksy helps 


Emily Guzman pink out a book. 
Photo by Peter Spotts 


During and after the read- 
ing, the teachers engaged the 
kids with questions and dis- 
cussions about what they had 
read. Family and Community 
Engagement Coordinator 
Yamaris Rivera explained the 
school is evaluating its events 
to see in what ways kids are 


Richard Rodriguez helps his son, 
Richard Jr., choose a book to 
take home. 


learning and taking those les- 
sons beyond the classroom 
and applying them. 

“What is the meaning? 
What is the link to learning? 
Are they taking anything they 
learn to put it into practice?” 


See BOOKS, page 16 
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Jose Bou, from the Holyoke 
schools’ central office, records 
some of the suggestions for the 
school receiver search during a 


public forum on Feb. 3. 
Photo by Michael Ballway 


More local 
input urged 
in search 
for receiver 


By Michael Ballway 
mballway@turley.com 





Holyoke residents have 
plenty of thoughts about what 
they want in a new School 
Department receiver, as state 
officials and their consultant 
discovered during a community 
forum on Monday. 

Chief among them is this 
one: It should be their decision. 

“All of this is meaningless 
unless Holyoke, the School 
Committee, is part of the deci- 
sion,’ said Natalia Munoz. 

Deb Lantaigne from the 
state elementary and second- 
ary education commissioner’s 
office, and Steve Sell from 
Great Schools, which is help- 
ing coordinate the job search, 
spoke with about 20 Holyoke 
residents, including a hand- 
ful each of residents, parents, 
students and employees of the 
Holyoke schools, on Feb. 3 at 
Enlace de Familias. The state 
Department of Elementary and 
Secondary Education will host 
a second community forum 
5:30-6:30 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 
13, in the cafeteria at Holyoke 
High School, North Campus, 
500 Beech St., Holyoke. An 
online community survey is 
also available, in both English 
and Spanish, through Feb. 17 at 
www.hps.holyoke.ma.us/about- 
us/receiver-search. 

Through the forums and 
the survey, DESE and Great 
Schools are looking for feed- 
back on the characteristics and 
qualities that Holyoke would 
like to see in the next receiv- 
er, a State-appointed official 
who serves as the city’s school 


See SEARCH, page 13 


> In The News 


HCC offering cooking class Friday nights 


Holyoke Community College is tak- 
ing its “Cooking Confidently” series up a 
notch for the spring 2020 semester. 

The program of three-hour cooking 
classes for home chefs will expand to 
three times a month beginning Friday, 
Feb. 7, when Chef Tracy Carter will pres- 
ent “Uptown Italian Comfort,” from 6 to 
9 p.m. at the HCC MGM Culinary Arts 
Institute, demonstrating how to prepare 
pork chops scarpellio with creamy polen- 
ta and a lemon semolina cake. 

Additional sessions, all at 6-9 p.m. 
on Fridays, will include: 

Feb. 21: “Tapas Night” (shishito 
peppers, papas fritas with garlic aioli, 
Spanish meatballs, crispy churros) with 
Chef Tracy Carter. 

Feb. 28: “Italian Classics: Back to 
Naples” (handmade fettuccini, chicken 
parmigiana, broccoli rabe, Sicilian salad, 
fresh cannoli) with Chef Dino Diaz. 

March 6: “Flavors of Argentina” 
(grilled skirt steak and chimichurri, 
crispy smashed potatoes, warm rice pud- 
ding) with Chef Tracy Carter. 

March 13: “Beef Bourguignon: 
A French Classic” (gently braised 
beef tenderloin, buttery whipped pota- 
toes, supreme salad with maple apple 
cider vinaigrette, chocolate soufflé with 
Chantilly cream and raspberry coulis) 
with Chef Dino Diaz. 

March 20: “Delightful Southern 
Charm: (fried green tomatoes, shrimp 
and cheesy griots, cornbread with honey 
butter) with Chef Tracy Carter. 

April 3: “A Night in Thailand” 





Chef Tracy Carter leads a cooking class at the HCC MGM Culinary Arts Institute in Holyoke. 


(green papaya salad in punchy lime 
vinaigrette, Thai grilled chicken, sweet 
coconut sticky rice with ripe mango) 
with Chef Tracy Carter. 

April 17: “Stroll Middle East 
Markets” (fresh fried falafel with creamy 
tahini sauce, lemony tabouli salad, crisp 
phyllo dough layered with chopped nuts 
drizzled in decadent honey) with Chef 
Tracy Carter. 

April 24: “Salmon Three Ways” 
(salmon with homemade pesto a la 
Genovese, Salmon with citrus soy glaze, 
salmon with homemade Cajun rub, 
asparagus risotto Milanese, New York 
style lemon cheesecake) with Chef Dino 


Submitted photo 


Diaz. 

May I: “Visit to Asia, a Light and 
Refreshing Journey” (crisp vegetable 
tempura with bold, garlic-vinegar dip- 
ping sauce, summer rolls with plump 
shrimp and spicy, tangy chili peanut 
sauce, coconut panna cotta) with Chef 
Tracy Carter. 

May 8: “Show Stopper Starters” 
(seared scallops, stuffed mushrooms, 
tenderloin crostini, artichoke hearts a la 
franchise) with Chef Dino Diaz. 

Each single-session, hands-on 
“Cooking Confidently” class has a 
unique culinary theme. Participants will 
learn how to prepare appetizers, salads, 


sauces, entrees and desserts, dine on their 
creations, and leave with leftovers and 
the knowledge and skills to replicate 
those recipes at home. 

In addition, Chef Maria Moreno- 
Contreras will run three Thursday night 
baking classes this spring each focus- 
ing on a different dessert: “Petit Fours, 
Glaces and European Macaroons” on 
April 9, “The Decadent Ganache Torte” 
on May 14, and “Contemporary Chiffon 
Layer Cake” on May 28. 

All the cooking and baking classes 
meet from 6 to 9 p.m. at the HCC MGM 
Culinary Arts Institute, 164 Race St., 
Holyoke. The cost for each class is $84, 
and space is limited. 

Tracy Carter of Chicopee is a gradu- 
ate of the International Culinary Schools 
at the Art Institute in Los Angeles, an 
HCC Culinary Arts program instructor 
and a freelance food stylist for the Food 
Network. 

Domingo “Dino” Diaz Jr. of 
Springfield is a professional chef, HCC 
adjunct faculty member, and a 2012 
graduate of HCC’s Culinary Arts pro- 
gram. 

Maria Moreno-Contreras of 
Easthampton is a baking instructor in 
HCC’s Culinary Arts program and a pro- 
fessional baker who previously worked at 
the Blue Heron Restaurant in Sunderland 
and operated her own local baking busi- 
ness, Chilean Sweets. 

To register, visit www.hcc.edu/bce 
and search for “food” or call 413-552- 
2123. 








Teams of up to eight row- 
ers, including several local 
politicians, will gather at 11 
a.m. this Sunday, Feb. 9, for 
a Row-Athon, to collectively 
row 42,195 meters at Nasty 
Habit CrossFit in Holyoke. 

Organized by state Rep. 
Aaron Vega, D-Holyoke, who 
lost his father to a brain tumor 
eight years ago, A Nasty Row 
to Beat Brain Tumors aims to 
raise awareness about brain 
tumors and raise funds or research. 

Vega hopes the event will raise 
$5,000 for the National Brain Tumor 
Society. Participating teams include Reps 
R Us team, a team led by Democratic 
state Reps. John Velis of Westfield, 
Michael Finn of West Springfield with his 
son Charlie, Brian Ashe of Longmeadow, 





Rep. Aaron Vega 


Sean Garbally of Arlington, 
Lindsey Sabadosa of 
Northampton, and Patrick 
Kearney of Scituate. 

Vega’s own team com- 
prises family members and is 
called EvenRow. Other teams 
include Holyoke Jakes com- 
posed of Holyoke firefighters, 
Ergs Don’t Float composed 
of members from Holyoke 
Rows, along with a team 
from CrossFit SVG in South 
Hadley, two teams from CrossFit Echo in 
Ludlow and two CrossFit athlete teams 
from Nasty Habit CrossFit. 

“IT am so honored to have the sup- 
port of the HFD, my colleagues, and the 
CrossFit community to help with this 
event.” Vega said. 

The National Brain Tumor Society 


invests in, mobilizes and unites the brain 
tumor community to discover a cure, 
deliver effective treatments, and advocate 
for patients and their care partners. 

“As you may know, I lost my father 
to a brain tumor eight years ago. He had 
battled the tumors over 15 years, hav- 
ing five surgeries during that duration 
at Mercy Hospital. Last year, my wife, 
Debra, and my son Odin, participated in 
the NBTS walk in Boston. Now we feel 
inspired to do something locally to sup- 
port the great work they do,” Vega added. 
“There are over 700,000 people in the 
U.S who are living with a brain tumor, 
and nearly 80,000 will be diagnosed this 
year. Brain tumors can be deadly, they 
significantly impact quality of life, and 
they change everything for a patient and 
their loved ones. Brain tumors do not 
discriminate, inflicting men, women and 


Vega, fellow legislators row to fight brain tumors 


children of all ages, races and ethnici- 
ties. More than 28,000 children are esti- 
mated to be living with a brain tumor in 
the United States alone. On behalf of my 
family and the larger brain tumor com- 
munity, I thank you in advance for your 
consideration.” 

Vega said teams are still looking for 
local business donations and gift certif- 
icates to use as prizes for teams and to 
feed the rowers over the 2-3 hours it will 
take to row 42,195 meters. 

For more information, search for 
“A Nasty Row to Beat Brain Tumors” at 
Facebook.com or visit www.nbtsevents. 
braintumor.org and search for the event 
listing. 

Nasty Habit CrossFit 1s at 68 Winter 
St., Holyoke. Supporters are welcome to 
attend Sunday’s fundraiser to cheer on the 
rowers. 





Lyman St. Bridge to be 
closed until late 2021 


Starting Wednesday, Feb. 12, the 
Lyman Street Bridge over the First 
Level Canal will be closed to traffic as 
the next phase of work on the removal 
and reconstruction of the existing bridge 
begins. 

This much-needed project in down- 
town Holyoke is being completed by 
New England Infrastructure, working 
for the Massachusetts Department of 
Transportation (MassDOT). In addi- 
tion to full replacement of the bridge, 
this project includes improvements to 
Lyman Street from Front to Canal and 
Main streets. This $6.6 million project 
is expected to continue for another two 
years and will require the shutdown of 
Lyman Street to through traffic through 
at least the fall of 2021. 


During this period, through traffic 
heading toward Canal and Main streets 
will be detoured onto Maple Street, 
and traffic from Canal and Main streets 
will be detoured onto Race and Dwight 
Streets. 

Lyman Street will remain open to 
local traffic at both ends and, a tem- 
porary footbridge has been installed 
to allow pedestrians to cross the canal. 
Temporary modifications to the traffic 
signals at the Lyman-Canal-Main inter- 
section have been made and one-way 
travel only will be allowed on Lyman 
Street between the intersection and 
Bowers Street, to provide for access to 
the lower section of Lyman Street in the 
Gatehouse Road area during construc- 
tion. 
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Inthe News ¢ 


Food bank honors Vega for advocacy on school breakfast 


The Greater Boston Food Bank, 
the largest hunger-relief organization 
in New England, recently honored state 
Rep. Aaron Vega, D-Holyoke, with 
its House of Representatives Public 
Advocate of the Year Award for his 
unwavering support as a co-sponsor of 
Breakfast After the Bell legislation. 

“We work on and we advocate for 
many important issues as state reps. and 
state senators, but I believe that feeding 
our children is one of the most import- 
ant issues we work on,” said Vega. “I 
want to thank my colleagues, especially 
Rep. Andy Vargas, who shares the pas- 
sion and understanding for this and so 
many other issues we work on togeth- 
er. I want to thank the Rise & Shine 
Coalition, with an extra thanks to the 
Food Bank of Western Massachusetts 
and their amazing team that do so much 
to bring food to our residents.” 

The Public Advocate of the Year 
Award recognizes officials who have 
shown a strong commitment to the pro- 
vision and protection of emergency food 
assistance food policy in Massachusetts, 


and ensuring those struggling with hun- 
ger have enough to eat every day. 

“Representative Vega has been 
deeply engaged with the Greater 
Boston Food Bank and Rise and Shine 
Massachusetts, and is a champion for 
expanding breakfast in his own home- 
town of Holyoke,” said Catherine 
D’ Amato, GBFB’s president and CEO. 
“As a co-sponsor of the Breakfast After 
the Bell legislation in the Massachusetts 
House of Representatives, his work will 
ensure that all students have access to 
a healthy breakfast as they start their 
school day.” 

The Breakfast After the Bell bill 
will require all high-poverty K-12 pub- 
lic schools to offer breakfast after the 
instructional day begins. Expanding 
the window for school breakfast would 
increase food access and decrease food 
insecurity for approximately 150,000 
children across the state. 

“Let’s use every tool we have to 
remove obstacles and ensure our kids 
get the best education they can without 
worrying about where their next meal is 





Catherine D’Amato, Greater Boston Food Bank president and CEO, presents state Reps. Andres 


Vargas and Aaron Vega with the Public Advocate of the Year Award. 


coming from,” said Vega. 

The Public Advocate of the Year 
Awards were presented at GBFB’s 
Partner Appreciation Day event on Jan. 


Submitted photo 


24. Other awardees included state Rep. 
Andres Vargas, D-Haverhill, and state 
Sen. Michael Rodrigues, D-Westport. 
For more information, visit GBFB.org. 





Culinary student-made lunches now available to public, twice a month 


For the first time, beginning next 
week, Holyoke Community College will 
open its Wednesday culinary arts pro- 
gram luncheon series to the public. 

For years, the spring semester 
lunches, prepared by HCC culinary 
arts students and instructors a part of 
their A La Carte Cooking and Food 
Service Course, have been open only to 
HCC faculty, staff, students and invit- 
ed guests. Now, members of the public 
are being invited to dine at the HCC 
MGM Culinary Arts Institute, 164 Race 
St., Holyoke, to indulge in a series of 
Wednesday lunches featuring a different 
culinary theme each week. 

The three-course meals are offered 
free of charge, with a suggested dona- 


tion of $10 to the President’s 
Student Emergency Fund, 
which is managed by 
the HCC Foundation. 
The fund is used for 
students experienc- 

ing food or housing 
insecurity in need of 
immediate assistance. 

“As guests at our 
culinary lunch series, 
members of the commu- 
nity can take part in our 
students’ academic success by 
providing them with real-world experi- 
ences that lead to meaningful careers,’ 
said Amanda Sbriscia, vice president 
of Institutional Advancement and 





executive director of the HCC 
Foundation. “But beyond 
that, many of our students 
face real barriers, such 
as food insecurity and 
homelessness. Guests 
can help them over- 
come these barriers 
by simply visiting the 
Culinary Arts Institute 
for a freshly prepared, 
delicious meal and making 

a donation.” 





A chocolate mousse prepared by culinary 
arts students shows Holyoke Community 


College pride at the HCC MGM Culinary Arts 
Institute. Submitted photo 


Lunches will be open to the pub- 
lic on the following dates: Feb. 12 and 
Feb. 26 (Spanish tapas); March 11 and 
March 25 (Italian); April 1 and April 8 
(French bistro), April 15 and April 22 
(brunch); May 6 and May 14 (American 
diner). Full menus for each lunch are 
available at hcc.edu/culinary-lunch-se- 
ries. 

Guests have a choice of four seating 
times: 11:30 a.m., 11:45 a.m., noon, and 
12:15 p.m. Because seating is limited, 
reservations are required and will be 
granted on a first-come basis. To reserve 
a seat or seats, contact HCC MGM 
Culinary Arts Institute coordinator Stacy 
Graves at 413-552-2838 or sgraves@ 
hec.edu. 





Sign up for genealogy workshop Weds. 


Signups are being taken for 
“Organizing Your Family History 
Research,” a workshop to be held next 
Wednesday at the Holyoke Public 
Library. 

This workshop will help participants 
develop strategies for controlling the vast 
collection of materials that accumulate 
in the course of family history research. 
Hillary Schau’s tips and tricks will be 
useful for both paper-based and digital 
genealogists. 

Schau is a professional genealogist 
from Western Massachusetts who has 
been helping people with their research 


and individual brick walls for many 
years. She is a 2015 graduate of Boston 
University’s Genealogical Research 
Certificate Program, a volunteer at 
the Family Search Affiliate Library 
(Chicopee Library), and is a mem- 
ber of the Association of Professional 
Genealogists and the Western 
Massachusetts Genealogical Society. 

The workshop is 4-5:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, Feb. 12, in the Computer 
Classroom at the library, at 250 Chestnut 
St., Holyoke. Participation is free, but 
advance registration is required at 413- 
420-8107. 
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Library to look into old burial grounds 


Local historian Bob Comeau will 
present “Burial Grounds of Holyoke” 
at 11 a.m. Saturday, Feb. 8, in the 
Community Room of the Holyoke Public 
Library. 

Comeau will draw on his extensive 
research into local burial ground, cem- 
etery and church history to explore the 
many factors that determined burial plac- 
es at different points in Holyoke’s his- 
tory. The talk is free and open to the 
public. The library is at 250 Chestnut St., 
Holyoke. For more information, call 413- 
420-8107. 

Registrations are also being accept- 


ed for two upcoming genealogy class- 
es at the Holyoke Public Library. For 
more information or to sign up, call the 
Holyoke History Room at 413-420-8107. 

“Organizing Your Family History 
Research” with Hillary Schau is at 4 p.m. 
Wednesday, Feb. 12, in the third-floor 
computer room. This class is limited to 
12 participants. 

“Going Paperless: Digitizing Your 
Genealogical Research” is a live, inter- 
active webinar with nationally known 
genealogist Melissa Johnson, at 11 a.m. 
Saturday, Feb. 29, on the ground floor of 
the library. 
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> In The News 


Singers to share ‘Dreams and Defiance’ Feb. 29 


Wistariahurst will host Dreams and 
Defiance, a concert by Pamela Means 
and Diana Alvarez, 7-9 p.m. Saturday, 
Feb. 29. 

Dreams and defiance, necessary 
ingredients for all social change, illu- 
minate the musical renderings of these 
visionary musician-activist-educators. 
Tickets are $15 and available at wistar- 
iahurst.org and at the door. The concert 
will be on the first floor of the Main 
House at Wistariahurst, 238 Cabot St., 
Holyoke. For accessibility information, 
visit wistariahurst.org/about-us/accessi- 
bility-information. 

Pamela Means is a singer-songwrit- 
er, guitarist and versatile vocalist known 
for penning political tunes. A conserva- 
tory-trained musician, Means also fronts 
her own jazz quartet, breathing life into 
classics once sung by Billie Holiday, 
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Diana Alvarez, left, and Pamela Means will co-headline “Dreams and Defiance,” a concert at 


Wistariahurst on Feb. 29. 


Chet Baker and the like. She recently 
took on a new project, performing all 
of the Beatles’ Abbey Road album, solo 
acoustic, in celebration of its 50th anni- 
versary. She has independently released 
nine albums and a 10th is slated for 2020. 


Submitted photos 


Dr. Diana Alvarez’s fierce Xicana 
Xingona voice creates a gripping atmo- 
sphere that audiences call “transcen- 
dent.” Alvarez’s soulful, bilingual songs 
exalt queer love and liberation, and are 
drawn from her origins in the border- 





lands of South Texas, where she grew 
up singing to the Gulf of Mexico. In 
her music, Alvarez often grapples with 
her solo migration to the Northeast as 
a means to shift the tides of oppression 
in her family and beyond. Her songs 
are offerings for familia, and honor the 
“in-between-ness” of culture, identity 
and language. She is also the composer 
and filmmaker behind the multimedia 
performance “Quiero Volver: A Xicanx 
Ritual Opera,” described by the press 
as “a visually and acoustically stunning 
performance meant to honor women, 
non-binary and genderqueer people of 
color.” 

Wistariahurst is an educational and 
cultural center owned and operated by 
the city of Holyoke and supported by 
The Wistariahurst Foundation. For more 
information, visit wistariahurst.org. 





Week of early voting for presidential primary election 


The Holyoke City Clerk’s Office 
recently announced that all registered 
voters will again be able to vote early for 
next month’s presidential primary and 
special state senate primary elections. 

“Early voting makes the most fun- 
damental right of our citizens more 
convenient than ever to exercise,” said 
City Clerk Brenna Murphy McGee. 
“We encourage all our citizens to exer- 
cise that right and take advantage of the 
opportunity to vote on their schedules.” 

Polls will be open as usual on 
Tuesday, March 3, but voters may 
instead choose to participate in early 
voting from Feb. 24 to 28. Prior to the 
enactment of this new law, the only 
way a registered voter was allowed to 
vote prior to Election Day was through 
absentee voting. Although absentee 


voting will still be available for regis- 
tered voters who qualify, only those who 
will be absent from the city on Election 
Day, or have a disability or religious 
belief that prevents them from going to 
the polls, are legally allowed to use an 
absentee ballot. 

Unlike absentee voting, early voting 
is Open to any registered voter. Voters 
do not need an excuse or reason to vote 
early. 

Early voting can be done in per- 
son or by mail. In Holyoke, early voting 
can be done in person, Monday through 
Friday, Feb. 24-28, at City Hall, 536 
Dwight St., Holyoke, 8:40 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m. On Tuesday, Feb. 25, early voting 
will also be available from 9 a.m. to 
noon at the Senior Center, 291 Pine St., 
Holyoke. Registered voters also have 


the option to request an early voting 
ballot through the mail, by filling out the 
application found at www.holyoke.org/ 
departments/city-clerk/#extra7-tab and 
returning it to the Registrar of Voter’s 
Office, 536 Dwight St., Holyoke. 

Participants in early voting, like vot- 
ers on March 3, will be able to vote in 
the presidential primary election, as well 
as the primary for the special state sen- 
ate election. Registered members of the 
Democratic, Republican, Libertarian and 
Green-Rainbow parties can vote on their 
party’s ballot; political independents 
(“unenrolled’’) can choose to vote on any 
party’s primary ballot. 

Those who do not vote in the early 
voting period can cast their ballots on 
March 3 at the usual precinct polling 
places in Holyoke. 


Register by Feb. 12 

Regardless of whether a voter 
wants to take advantage of early vot- 
ing, vote absentee or vote on Election 
Day, the first step is registering to vote. 
Massachusetts residents can check their 
registration status, and find information 
on how to register to vote, at www.sec. 
state.ma.us/ele, or call the city Registrar 
of Voters Office at 413-322-5540. 
Online registrations are taken at www. 
RegisterToVoteMA.com. All one needs 
is a license or identification issued by 
the Registry of Motor Vehicles to apply 
online. To be eligible to vote in the 
March 3 election, a voter must register 
or make any necessary changes to his 
or her voter registration by Feb. 12. Any 
additional questions can be directed to 
the city clerk at 413-322-5520. 








Principal Maureen Donelan recently 
announced the Mater Dolorosa School 
second quarter honor roll for 2019-20. 

“Our students strive for academic 
excellence and I am pleased to present 
this quarter’s honorees,” stated Donelan. 
“At our school, the faculty is diligent in 
providing the students with the best tools 
possible for their success. I am so proud 
of all of our students and staff.” 

Mater Dolorosa School, a Roman 
Catholic school in the spirit of St. 
Francis, enrolls students in preschool 
through grade 8 at its campus at Maple 
Street and St. Kolbe Drive. Mater 
Dolorosa School is accredited by the 


New England Association of Schools and 
Colleges. 


Grade 4 
First Honors: Eoin Balicki, Masen 
Cruz, Eliza Curran, Grace Garrant, Ty 
Sattler, Nevaeh Vieira, Anna Weslosk1. 
Second Honors: Oisin Andrews, 
Raymond Gourde, Rachel Rondeau, 
Hunter Skibel. 


Grade 5 
First Honors: Isabella Hanson. 
Second Honors: Lily Aurnhammer, 
Emma Chateauneuf, Owen Cubti, 
Katelyn Krause, Timothy Loughrey, 


Mater Dolorosa School announces honor roll 


Gerald Moreau, Jefferson Wood. 


Grade 6 


No honorees this quarter. 


Grade 7 
First Honors: Cooper Skibel, 
Brendan Stevenson. 
Second Honors: Vanessa Antil, 
Harman Dhaliwal, Brayden Kukucka, 
Jack Loughrey. 


Grade 8 
First Honors: Kelsy Brainard, 
Caitlin O’ Brien. 
Second Honors: Anastasia Fedora. 


Drop-in chess 
Club returns 
at public library 


Both children and adults can 
learn to play chess in a series of drop- 
in sessions at the Holyoke Public 
Library beginning next week. Andy 
Morris-Friedman will host the free 
Chess Club from 4 to 5:30 p.m. on 
four consecutive Fridays, starting 
Feb. 13. Players do not need to attend 
every session. Limited space is avail- 
able; advance registration is recom- 
mended at 413-420-8101. The library 
is at 250 Chestnut St., Holyoke. 





PVPA student concert benefits 
earthquake relief in Puerto Rico 


Students of Pioneer Valley 
Performing Arts Charter Public 
School will perform a concert in 
Holyoke next Thursday as part of a 
long-distance collaboration with 
Alcides Figueroa School in Puerto 
Rico — and to raise money for earth- 
quake relief in Puerto Rico. 

The PVPA students were origi- 
nally scheduled to travel to the island 
on Jan. 27, after taking poems written 
by the Puerto Rican students and set- 
ting them to music. After last month’s 
earthquakes, Alcides Figueroa School 
has been closed indefinitely. PVPA 
students will instead record a video 
of next week’s performance, while 
Puerto Rican students record a video 
of themselves reading their poems. 
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The concert is at 7 p.m. 
Thursday, Feb. 13, at Gateway City 
Arts, 92 Race St., Holyoke. The stu- 
dents will be joined in their concert 
by award-winning performance poet, 
playwright and performer Magdalena 
Gomez. 

All are welcome to attend this 
concert, with a suggested $15 dona- 
tion in lieu of admission. Funds raised 
will be given to organizations sup- 
porting the hardest-hit earthquake 
victims. 

Drinks are available at the con- 
cert, as well as Race Street Tacos. 
Judd’s, a new Czech-American 
restaurant at Gateway City Arts, will 
be open 5-10 p.m. Reservations are 
recommended; call 413-650-0786. 





Valentine dance to aid Harmony House 


Harmony House of Western 
Massachusetts will benefit from next 
weekend’s “Sweetheart Dance” spon- 
sored by the Pioneer Valley Harley 
Owner’s Group and Knights of 
Columbus Council 4044 of Chicopee. 

The dinner and dance will be 
held Saturday, Feb. 15, at the Castle 
of Knights, 1599 Memorial Drive, 
Chicopee. It begins at 5 p.m. with cock- 
tails, and dinner will be served at 6, fol- 
lowed by dancing and fun. The cost is 
$40 per person or $75 per couple, and 
includes dinner, dessert and music by 
DJ Stephan. There will be fun and raffle 
prizes. Dress 1s casual — Valentine’s Day 
attire is optional — with open seating. 

Proceeds from this event will 
benefit Harmony House of Western 
Massachusetts, a home for the termi- 
nally ul, along with the Thanksgiving 
dinner produced annually by the Knights 


of Columbus, Council 4044. Tickets 
are available at the K of C ‘s Member 
Lounge on Tuesday and Thursday 
nights 6- 7:30 p.m., or by calling Steve 
Dubreuil of the K of C at 413-250-1677, 
Libby Martel of Pioneer Valley HOG 
at 413-530-1389, or Amy Corcoran of 
Harmony House at 954-495-3236. 

Staffed mainly by volunteers of all 
kinds — nurses, CNAs, caregivers, com- 
panions, and more — Harmony House 
is totally privately funded through the 
generosity of individuals, businesses, and 
foundations. Contributions are grate- 
fully accepted at all times. For more 
information, visit www.harmonyhouse- 
wma.org or email harmonyhousewma@ 
gmail.com. Donations by check are 
accepted at Harmony House of Western 
Massachusetts, P.O. Box 6135, Holyoke, 
MA 01041. Harmony House is a 501c3 
nonprofit corporation. 





By Michael Ballway 
mballway@turley.com 


The next time an official with a badge 
appears at your door, he or she might just 
be asking for your vote. 

After a gap of several decades, 
Holyoke’s City Council has revived the 
tradition of issuing metal badges — sim- 
ilar to police officers’ badges, but smaller 
— to its members. 

“It was just one of the ceremoni- 
al trappings of the office,” said former 
Council President Kevin Jourdain. “It’s 
also is a reminder to the official [that] as a 
councilor, you represent the city, as a city 
officer.” 

Council President Todd McGee said 
at the meeting on Dec. 17, 2019, that he 
was inspired to bring back the badges 
after watching a “show and tell” put on by 
Jourdain during his last meeting as coun- 
cil president in 2017. Jourdain, who had 
first been elected to the council in 1993, 
recalled that at his last meeting, he brought 
in several historical artifacts related to the 
council and lamented the loss of Holyoke’s 
unique political traditions, including the 
badges. 

Jourdain said he had been issued a 
badge in the 1990s, like previous council- 


ors and aldermen dating back to at least 
the 1940s, but the tradition apparently died 
out sometime in the late 1990s or 2000s. 

Council President Todd McGee said 
the new badges were purchased using 
Police Department funds, as part of the 
same budget item used for police officers’ 
badges. Although they are issued by the 
Holyoke Police, the councilors’ badges 
do not grant them any police powers or 
privileges. 

They may be of some practical use 
in an emergency, said McGee. As the 
badges are personalized with the coun- 
cilor’s name, they could be used to prove 
identity and allow a councilor access to 
a cordoned-off area, to examine broken 
city infrastructure or comfort a stricken 
family in the course of their normal coun- 
cil duties. He emphasized that the badges 
would not be used as a free pass to enter 
any restricted area and interfere with pub- 
lic safety operations. 

Jourdain said he supports the badges 
as a city tradition worth maintaining and 
as a symbolic token of elected officials’ 
responsibility. 

“T think it’s important to maintain 
those traditions, and it’s a great piece of 
history,’ Jourdain said. “No matter how 
long these people serve, it’Il serve as a nice 


Councilors receive al in revived tradition 
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City Councilor Joseph McGiverin examines his new badge after the tradition was revived at a 


December 2019 council meeting. 


reminder of their service.” 

Jourdain said in the past, several 
city officials were issued similar badg- 
es, including members of boards such 
as the License Commission and Fire 
Commission. Additionally, back in the 
days when Massachusetts only required 
rear license plates, city councilors were 
given official placards to attach to their 
car’s front license plate holder. 


Photo by Michael Ballway 


By issuing the badges in December, 
McGee ensured that councilors Daniel 
Bresnahan and Jossie Valentin received the 
mementoes before they left public office. 
New badges will be issued to Howard 
Greaney and Libby Hernandez, who 
joined the council this month. The other 
11 current councilors were all re-elected 
from the previous term and received their 
badges in December. 





HCC president chosen for national leadership fellowship 


Holyoke Community College 
President Christina Royal has been select- 
ed for a national fellowship for first-time 
college presidents administered by the 
Washington, D.C.-based Aspen Institute. 

The Aspen New Presidents 
Fellowship is a new initiative designed to 
support community college presidents in 
the early years of their tenure to acceler- 
ate transformational change on behalf of 
students. 

Royal, who lives in Northampton, 
was one of two community college pres- 
idents from Massachusetts to be chosen, 
along with Luis Pedraja of Quinsigamond 
Community College in Worcester. They 
are part of the inaugural group of 25 
Aspen Fellows selected from more than 
100 applicants nationwide. 

The leaders, all of whom are in their 
first five years as a college president, will 


engage in a seven-month fellow- 
ship beginning in June 2020. 
“The Aspen Institute has a 
reputation for excellence, and 
I am honored to be selected 
as part of the inaugural group 
alongside President Pedraja,” 
said Royal, who started working 
at HCC in January 2017 after 
three years as provost and vice 
president of academic affairs at 
Inver Hills Community College 
in Minnesota. “Higher educa- 
tion is experiencing a lot of disruption 
as the world changes. We are being chal- 
lenged in greater ways to alter the ways 
we educate and provide support for stu- 
dents as demographics shift and their 
needs and preferences change. It is an 
exciting opportunity to be in the compa- 
ny of other scholars and community col- 





Christina Royal 


lege presidents who want to 
grow and learn in an intense 
environment that exposes us 
to new models of thinking.” 
The fellows were select- 
ed for their commitment to 
student success and equity, 
willingness to take risks to 
improve outcomes, under- 
standing of the importance 
of community partnerships, 
and ability to lead change. 
“We know more than 
ever before about how community col- 
leges can improve outcomes for students, 
both in and after college,’ said Josh 
Wyner, executive director of the Aspen 
Institute College Excellence Program. 
“And the urgency for them to do so only 
increases, especially for students of color 
and low-income students. These fel- 


lows have shown they are fully, urgently 
committed to excellence and equity, and 
we look forward to working alongside 
them.” 

JPMorgan Chase is funding the 
Aspen New Presidents Fellowship as part 
of New Skills at Work, a five-year, $350 
million investment to support communi- 
ty colleges and other pathways to great 
careers and economic mobility. 

Nearly 80 percent of community 
college presidents nationwide plan to 
retire in the next decade. Through this 
fellowship and its other leadership pro- 
grams, Aspen is committed to helping 
to replace those exiting the presidency 
with an exceptionally capable and highly 
diverse talent pool. 

For more information, visit high- 
ered.aspeninstitute.org/meet-the-as- 
pen-presidential-fellows-new-presidents. 





Volunteers needed for city boards 


The city is seeking to fill vacancies 
on three city commissions, the mayor’s 
office announced last week. 

The Conservation Commission 1s 
the environmental agency in Holyoke 
responsible for protecting the land, 
water, and biological resources of 
the city. Commissioners are appoint- 
ed by the mayor and work to achieve 
Holyoke’s conservation goals. 

The Parks and Recreation 
Commission is made up of three mem- 
bers of the community, appointed by 
the mayor. The purpose of the com- 
mission is to set policies and advise 
the department head, mayor and City 
Council on needed parks and recreation 
programs; plan, acquire, and develop 
recreation facilities, parks, and open 


Space areas to meet current and future 
needs as the city grows. 

The Historical Commission was 
established to preserve and develop the 
historical and archeological assets of 
the city. The commission maintains an 
inventory of buildings, areas, and sites 
of architectural or historical importance 
in Holyoke. It collects reference infor- 
mation and can assist those seeking 
National Register nominations for their 
buildings or neighborhoods. 

Any resident who wishes to apply 
to serve on any of these three com- 
missions should send a letter of inter- 
est along with a resume to the mayor’s 
office at mayorsoffice @holyoke.org or 
in person at City Hall, 536 Dwight St., 
Holyoke. 





Help available applying for college aid 


Holyoke High School, in collab- 
oration with GEAR UP, will host a 
Financial Aid Completion Day for fam- 
ilies of high school seniors interested in 
attending college. 

Two sessions will be held on 
Thursday, Feb. 13: a morning session 
from 8:30 to 10:30, and an evening ses- 
sion from 4 to 6:30. 

During each session, parents and 
children will have an opportunity to 


complete the Financial Aid Form for 
Student Application, or FAFSA, with 
the help of a financial aid expert. 
Financial aid is available to help stu- 
dents pay for college, and the first step 
to accessing those funds is to complete 
the FAFSA application. 

Advance registration is required by 
Tuesday, Feb. 10, by contacting Mary 
Col6n at mcolon@valleyopp.com or 
413-579-8351. 





Drag performers to lead story hours 


“Mr. Pickle and Friends” will host 
a story hour with drag performers at the 
Holyoke Public Library twice a month 
beginning 10 a.m. Tuesday, Feb. 11. 

With a focus on inclusion and accep- 
tance, Mr. Pickle will read relevant books 
to children. Juice boxes and pre-pack- 
aged snacks will be available. Other sto- 
rytime activities will include dressing 
up, singing and dancing, and other fam- 
ily-friendly fun. Participation is free, but 
seats are limited; families should call 
the library to register at 413-420-8105. 
Story hours will continue on the second 
and fourth Tuesday of each month. The 


library is at 250 Chestnut St., Holyoke. 

Mr. Pickle promises a “safe place 
for all children to express themselves 
creatively.” 

Mr. Pickle is drag performer and 
Holyoke resident Danielle Pikul. She 
began “Mr. Pickle and Friends Story 
Hour” as a way to show children that 
with compassion, education and a lit- 
tle exposure, acceptance and inclusion 
become second nature. Each story hour 
will feature a guest from the local drag 
community. Any performers interested in 
being a guest of Mr. Pickle should email 
pickledpikul @ gmail.com. 





Library legislative breakfast next Fri. 


The Holyoke Public Library will host 
the 2020 Western Massachusetts Libraries 
Legislative Breakfast next week. 

The event will run 8-10 a.m. Friday, 
Feb. 14, at the library, 250 Chestnut St., 
Holyoke. All city residents are invited to 
show their support for adequate funding 
of public libraries, and speak with their 
elected officials. Among those scheduled 
to attend are Mayor Alex Morse, state Rep. 
Aaron Vega, D-Holyoke, and state Rep. 


John Velis, D-Westfield, one of two candi- 
dates for the local state Senate seat. 

A continental breakfast begins at 8 
a.m. in the library’s Community Room, 
supported by the Western Massachusetts 
Library Advocates and the Holyoke 
Library. To register for this breakfast or 
for more information, contact Nancy 
Kocsmiersky, HPL Development Office, 
at 413-420-8109 or nancy @holyokelibrary. 
org, or visit www.holyokelibrary.org. 
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Don’t get 
scorched during 
Burn Week 


his week is National Burn Awareness 

Week, an important time to reflect 

on simple ways everyone can ensure 
injuries from burns are prevented following 
this year’s theme from the American Burn 
Association: Contact burns — hot surfaces 
damage skin. 

“Burn Awareness Week is an opportunity 
for fire, health, and medical professionals to 
review some simple safety steps people can 
take to prevent burn injuries at home, at work, 
and outdoors,” said State Fire Marshal Peter J. 
Ostroskey said. 

According to the Massachusetts Burn 
Injury Reporting System, children under 5 
make up 25 percent of all reported burn inju- 
ries. Over the past decade, 45 percent of all 
contact burns were to children under five years 
old. Last November, an 11-month year old 
boy received a third-degree burn touching the 
glass portion of an oven while another fell on 
a baseboard heater, severely burning his thigh, 
calf, and heel. 

The little explorers investigate their envi- 
ronments as they grow, a natural part of the 
learning and growth. However, it’s important 
to be supervising these inquisitive infants and 
ensure they stay out of harm’s way and the 
state Department of Fire Services has several 
suggestions on ways to do it. 

When indoors, keep a careful eye on chil- 
dren around space heaters, woodstoves, fire- 
places, radiators, and stoves and ovens in use. 
Use baby gates, highchairs, and playpens to 
keep them at least 3 feet away from anything 
that can get hot. When they wander outside, 
maintain the same 3-foot buffer from grills 
and campfires. Make sure there are no tripping 
hazards that could cause someone to fall into 
the fire. Keep feet protected with shoes for hot 
pavement and sand. It’s also advised to keep 
pets away from hot pavement, as well. 

Make sure all heating pads, electric blan- 
kets, and space heaters are turned off before 
going to sleep at night. This is especially 
important for older adults as skin thins with 
age, making it more susceptible to serious 
burns from these devices. 

While being a busy bee in the kitchen 
cooking, use hot pads when available. Long 
oven mitts are the best when needing to reach 
in or over hot surfaces, such as the inside of an 
oven or grill. Assume all pots and pans are hot 
before touching. Treat items coming out of the 
microwave the same as you would something 
that is in the stove. 

Ostroskey reminds everyone that hot liq- 
uids “burn like fire,’ and are the leading burn 
problem in Massachusetts. Don’t hold or carry 
a child while handling a hot drink and consid- 


See BURN WEEK, page 7 


Each week, The Holyoke Sun will feature a photo of a distinctive place, landmark, 
sculpture, sign or other recognizable object located somewhere in the city. 
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Advice, season by season 


ast week we took a look be dug up and discarded, or moved 
at where to best site our eee: to another, less conspicuous part 
gardens. In this week’s GARDEN of the yard. Simply remove spent 


column let’s go season by sea- 
son looking at the plants we can 
utilize to create outstanding dis- 


plays. 


We SM EN ey 


| flower stems and replant the rest, 
By tops and all, to that location imme- 
diately so that the foliage can ripen 
and ensure next years flowers. 
Be forewarned: many tulip vari- 





Spring eties are not dependable peren- 
Spring-flowering bulbs are ROBERTA nials. Blooms will peter out until 
at their peak from late March MCQUAID the bulb has a chance to replenish 


through May. In this part of the 
country bulbs are planted the fall 
prior to bloom. Simply dig a hole twice the 
depth of the bulb you are planting and insert 
it pointed side up, then back fill. Position the 
next bulb twice its width away. 

Tulips and daffodils are the best, most 
long-lasting choices for a display garden. 
You can use different varieties of each within 
the same bed to extend overall bloom-time to 
six weeks or more. For example, try single 
early tulips, Darwin hybrid tulips and single 
late tulips together for staggered flowers 
before and after the “main event.” You can 
also experiment with mixed plantings for 
added interest and appeal. Pair ‘Gavota,’ 
a midseason triumph tulip with small- 
cupped narcissus ‘Barrett Browning’ for a 
show-stopping symphony. Or, try combining 
double-early tulips ‘magic carpet mix’ with 
blue grape hyacinth (Muscari armeniacum). 
Blooming in unison, they will create lots of 
garden drama, with the rich, royal blue color 
of the grape hyacinths literally popping out 
from the mass of yellow, red, white and pink 
tulips. Because grape hyacinths are shorter, 
and a different flower type than the tulips, 
two additional dimensions of interest are at 
play. 

With blooming behind them, bulbs can 


Last week’s 
“Hidden in 
Holyoke” 
was a 
decorative pillar 
outside 
Holyoke 
District Court. 
lt was correctly 
guessed by 
Don Diller 
and Alice and 
Dexter Gess. 


Think you know what or where it is? Readers are encouraged to submit their guesses to 
“Hidden in Holyoke” via email to TheSun@Turley.com. In order to qualify for the weekly 
contest, entries must be received by Wednesday at noon for inclusion into Friday’s edition. 


Please include your full name with your guess in an email to TheSun @turley.com. If more than 


PUBLICATIONS 
COLUMNIST 


one correct answer is received, the names of all those who submitted guesses will be listed. 
For more information, contact The Holyoke Sun at 536-5333. 
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itself. For this reason, many pro- 
fessionals don’t bother to use them 
for more than a single season. 

Now that our display gardens are empty, 
it is time to concentrate on the second and 
longest season of the gardener’s calendar, 
summer. 


Summer 

Summer annuals arrive on the shelves 
of garden centers and nurseries in early May. 
While some varieties can withstand a light 
frost, most should be planted no earlier than 
Memorial Day in our locale. The options 
are endless! Choose from trusty old stand- 
bys, “unsurpassed” proven winners, and even 
unique heirloom selections. 

As long as the plant can tolerate a vari- 
ety of summer weather conditions (after all, 
this is New England!), is resistant to most 
diseases and insect pests, has manageable 
maintenance requirements, ad has a long sea- 
son of interest, it can be worthy of placement 
in your display garden. Surprisingly, there 
are many such annuals that fit the bill. 

Three tried and true annuals that come 
to mind are marigolds, salvias and zinnias. 
I can think of no better, brighter or more 


See SEASON, page 7 
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A Quole 


OF NOTE 


“All of this is 
meaningless 
unless Holyoke, 
the School 
Committee, 
is part of the 
decision.” 


Natalia Munoz 





Letters to the 
Editor Policy 


Letters to the Editor 
have a maximum of 350 
words. We require writ- 
ers to include their name, 
address and phone num- 
ber in order for our office 
to authenticate author- 
ship prior to publication. 
Addresses and phone 
numbers are not pub- 
lished. 

Unsigned or anony- 
mous letters will NOT be 
published. 

We reserve the right 
to edit or withhold any 
submissions. Libelous, 
unsubstantiated allega- 
tions, personal attacks or 
defamation of character 
are not allowed. 

Deadline for submis- 
sions is Wednesday at 
noon. 

Please email (pre- 
ferred) letters to the- 
sun@turley.com. Mailed 
letters can be sent to The 
Sun, 24 Water Street, 
Palmer, MA 01069. 


SP. EAK OU L from page 1 


Receivership,” Jan. 17, page 7). The let- 
ter said the dismissal of three popular 
sports coaches at Holyoke High School, 
Tom Brassil, Bill Rigali and Kevin 
Roberts, was emblematic of how veteran 
educators are treated under state control. 

The coaches’ dismissal touched an 
emotional spot for several councilors, 
including Terence Murphy, who called it 
“a disgrace,” and James Leahy. 

“We didn’t say “Hail, Holyoke High 
School’ because of receivership. We said 
‘Hail, Holyoke High School’ because of 
these educators,” said Leahy. He added: 
“T don’t want to say anything I'll regret, 
but read between the lines. Holyoke 
Strong.” 

The ex-teachers also told the coun- 
cil that improvements in the graduation 
rate at Holyoke High School are the 
result of a decline in standards, not an 
improvement in education. Half as many 
Holyoke High School students passed 
Advanced Placement exams in 2019 
when compared to 2015, the last year 
before state receivership, said Charlene 


Mahoney. On the standardized MCAS 
test, Holyoke’s scores over the past five 
years have lost ground compared to the 
state average in almost every subject, at 
almost every grade level, she said. 

Marie Mew, who retired in June 
2018, said receivership also brought a 
decline in discipline. 

“When I first started at HHS in 
2005, it was understood we had diffi- 
culties that other school districts did not 
Share,’ Mew said. “However, what we 
did have was order and structure, which 
seemed to sharply decline after receiv- 
ership. For example, prior to receiver- 
ship, students were held accountable for 
absences and tardiness. The last three 
to five years [ taught at HHS, students 
caught on real fast that there would be 
no consequences for not attending class, 
or coming in tardy. By the time I retired 
in 2018, many students were absent 20, 
30, 40 days from class and tardy to class 
anywhere up to 70 times, with very few 
experiencing consequences.” 

She said the receivership adminis- 
tration dropped a requirement that stu- 
dents earn a 50 percent average to qual- 
ify for summer school, and eliminated 


hall monitors and the mandatory wearing 
of ID, resulting in “students wandering 
the halls, unsupervised,” during class 
times. 

“We all saw this as a very serious 
security issue, as well as a lowering of 
learning standards,” Mew said. “Students 
cannot learn if they are not in class.” 

Though he is not connected with the 
group of former teachers who spoke on 
Tuesday, first-year Holyoke High School 
bilingual math teacher Andres Kwart 
made some of the same points. 

He said Holyoke’s schools need to 
be led by local people who understand 
the community’s history, have lived with 
its challenges and are directly account- 
able to local voters. 

“It’s very clear that this real- 
ly unique situation we have here in 
Holyoke is not something they’re ready 
to handle,’ said Kwart. “The receiver- 
ship is not preparing us to have a resil- 
1ent community.” 

Councilor Juan Anderson-Burgos 
said all of the teachers who spoke 
Tuesday gave him cause for concern 
about the city’s schools, and optimism 
that Holyoke can solve its own problems. 
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“Every word that you said touched 
my heart,’ he said. “We are Holyoke 
Strong, and together we can do this. We 
just have to come together.” 

Frustration about the institution of 
state receivership was also evident at a 
community forum on Monday where 
residents were asked to share their 
thoughts about what skills and qualities 
the state should look for when hiring a 
new receiver to replace Stephen Zrike, 
who will step down in June. 

Many attendees, including a few 
School Committee members, expressed 
frustration with how long the receiver- 
ship has lasted, and said they don’t want 
to stay in receivership long enough for 
the next receiver to stay five years. 

Even if the city cannot overturn 
state receivership, there may be ways to 
increase local input — if not actual con- 
trol — in the school system, suggested 
Councilor Rebecca Lisi. 

She said the School Committee, 
as elected representatives of Holyoke 
voters, retains its moral authority and 
should be able to “put some pressure and 
oversight on the receiver. They do have a 
voice. They do have meetings.” 





SEAS ON, from page 6 


welcoming palette choice than a combi- 
nation of yellow, orange and red varieties 
of these plants positioned at your prop- 
erty’s sun-filled entrance. If you have 
a part-shade situation, use vivid-toned 
impatiens, begonias, or coleus instead, 
for an equally appealing show. 

Get maximum enjoyment out of 
small gardens or container plantings by 
utilizing any number of proven winners 
on the market. Bred for unsurpassed 
growth, flowering and disease resistance, 
these summer annuals need little mainte- 
nance other than watering and periodic 
applications of fertilizer. In the ever pop- 
ular purple-blue category try ‘angelface 
blue’ angelonia, along with strobilanthes 
dyerianus ‘Persian shield,’ in the mid- 
dle of a large container. Plant acaevola 
‘blue shamrock’ to trail over the front. 
Veer away from the monochromatic sce- 
nario for a minute by placing centaurea 
gymnocarpa ‘flashy lady,’ a finely-cut 
silver-leaved foliage plant, as a backdrop 
and watch the planter and its surrounding 
landscape come to life! 

Over the last several years heirloom 
plants have made their way out of the 
annals of history and into our home gar- 
dens. Few varieties have proven the test 
of time like these plants have. As you 
would expect, most have noteworthy 
physical characteristics and equally as 
fascinating lore associated with them. 
Take “Love Lies Bleeding,’ for example, 
from the genus amaranthus. This dramat- 
ic plant draws the attention of passersby 
with its height, nearly four-feet tall, but 
more so by its blood-red tassles of tiny 
flowers that drape from the top of the 
plant all the way down to the ground. 
Did you know that distant cousins of this 
annual were used to make Amaranth, a 
grain that was a staple in the diet of the 
Aztecs? What fun it could be to share 
enthralling stories like these at your next 
garden party! 


Usually by mid-September our sum- 
mer display gardens are tired, and frosty 
mornings are looming. It’s best we empty 
the beds and get ready for autumn and all 
of its glory. Plan for this upcoming sea- 
son with “grand finale” or “last hurrah” 
in mind. 


Fall 

Just because the calendar says we 
are approaching the darkest days of the 
year, there is no reason to hibernate 
before we have to. Why not robe your 
gardens in colors vibrant enough to 
match the surrounding hillsides? There 
are a number of cold-hardy plants avail- 
able during this season of the year to let 
you do just that. 

Get to the garden center early for 
the best selection of mums, flowering 
kale and cabbage. Mums are available in 
every autumnal shade, plus lavender and 
violet, white and even bicolors. There is 
also an endless array of flower types to 
choose from: cushion, button, daisy and 
decorative, among others. Select plants 
in bud with very little color showing; 
these will give you the most bang for 
your buck. Combine them with flower- 
ing cabbage and frilly-leaved flowering 
kale for a garden that will only intensify 
in color as the mercury drops. 

Some gardeners think ahead by 
including frost tolerant annuals in their 
summer plantings. Dusty miller, blue 
salvia, calendula, sweet alyssum and 
snapdragons can each withstand a dip 
below freezing. Rather than remove these 
plants from the bed come September, add 
mums and kale to it for a unique combi- 
nation of flower forms and textures. 

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the 
Stockbridge School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. For the last 
28 years, she has held the position of staff 
horticulturalist at Old Sturbridge Village. 
She enjoys growing food as well as flow- 
ers. Have a question for her? Email it to 
ekennedy@turley.com with “Gardening 
Question” in the subject line. 





BURN WEEK, from page 6 


er using a covered travel mug, even when 
indoors, to minimize potential spills. Do 
not leave the hot drinks on the edge of a 
counter or table, where the prying hands 
of curiosity might knock it over. Finally, 
supervise children in the bath and when 
they’re using faucets. Keep hot water 


heated to 125 degrees or less and do not 
leave a child unattended in the bathtub. 

Any burn that’s at least 5 percent 
of the body surface must be report- 
ed by physicians and hospitals to the 
Department of Fire Service. It’s a power- 
ful injury prevention tool for health edu- 
cators and policy makers. Lets all keep 
each other safe from burns throughout 
the year. 
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Duo offers free Spanish guitar concert 


The Holyoke Public Library will 
welcome the duo of Eliezer Torres 
and Orlando Zayas for “Romantic 
Spanish Guitar,” a free concert, at 
6:30 p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 12. 

For more information or to reg- 





ister for this program, call the library 


CLUES ACROSS 


36. David __, US 
playwright 

38. Slang for cigarette 

39, Vaccine developer 

41, Returned to health 

44 Toni Morrison novel 

45. Period between 
eclipses 

46. Veterans battleground 

48, Gang 

49. A radio band 

D1. Jaws of a voracious 
animal 

92. Elaborate garments 

54, Chinese province 

56. Checks 

60. Horizontal passage 

61. Steep hillsides 

62. Fertility god 


1. Indicates number 
of days 

6. When you hope to 
get there 

9. Hairstyle 

13. Black (Spanish) 

14. Expresses pleasure 

15. Away from wind 

16. Tech pros 
organization 

17. Wile E. Coyote is 
familiar with it 

18. Clean 

19. Saints’ signal caller 

21.A way to hunt 

22. Poetries 

23, Automobile 

24, Secondary school 
(abbr.) 63. Dried-up 

25.Indicates before 64. Signs aname 

28. Male parent 65. Winger, actress 

29. Short-billed rails 66. German river 

31. It pays to keep 67. Gov't lawyers 
yours 68, Take something 

33. On occasion somewhere 


at 413-420-8101. This concert is 
sponsored by Massachusetts Cultural 
Council, Holyoke Local Cultural 
Council, Holyoke Public Library 
and Puerto Rican Cultural Project. 
The library is at 250 Chestnut St., 
Holyoke. 


CLUES DOWN 

1.__ Blyton, children’s 
author 

2. Colleague 

3. “The African Queen” 
writer 

4, Crater on the moon 

5. Toward 

6. Overhang 

7. Identifies something 
Close at hand 

8. sign language 

9, Unbroken views 

10. Ancient Greek City 

11. Stretch out to grasp 

12. Alcohols that are unfit 
for drinking 

14. Humorous stories 

17. Long song for a solo 

20. Barrels per day (abbr.) 

21. City of Lights 

23.A place to sleep 

20. Advanced degree 
(abbr,) 

26. The back 

27. Furniture-makers 


Charles and “Ray” 

29. Songs to a lover 

30. Gland secretion 

32. 10 meters 

34, Disfigure 

35, Stores grain 

37. sacred book of 
Judaism 

40, Catch 

42. Promise 

43, Challenges 

47, Russian space station 

49, Banking giant 

50. Served as an omen 

52. Drenches 

53. Type of sword 

59. Minor planet 

96. Messenger 
ribonucleic acid 

9/7, Japanese ankle sock 

58. Obtain in return for 
Services 

59, Waste matter 

61.A proposal to buy at a 
specified price 

65. Unit of loudness 
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Adult spelling bee aids kids’ nonprofit 


It’s time to spell again for the suc- 
cess of Holyoke children. The fifth 
annual Adult Spelling Bee to benefit 
Homework House of Holyoke will be 
held at 5:30 p.m. Thursday, April 30, at 
Open Square in Holyoke. This annual 
event is one of the major fundraisers 
for the organization, which has been 
providing academic tutoring and men- 
toring for over 12 years to Holyoke 
school-age children free of charge. 

The event is a friendly adult com- 


Be our Valentine 


Chocolate % 


February 22nd 
1:00 - 3:00 p.m. 


petition between teams, each made up 
of three individuals who are asked to 
spell challenging words accurately. 
There are elimination rounds, knockout 
rounds and audience participants who 
also get their chance to win a prize. 
Team names are spirited and their dress 
creative. The contest is lively amongst 
the competitors and audience. 
PeoplesBank is the Bee’s Knees 
Sponsor of the event. Pennyfarthing 
Investment Management is a Bee- 







Day BROOK VILLAGE SENIOR LIVING 
298 Jarvis Avenue @ Holyoke, MA 01040 


Celebrate Valentine’s Day with Day Brook Village. You're 
invited to join us for an open house and savor a decadent 
selection of chocolates, perfectly paired with a wine 
tasting. Discover what's new at our community, meet our 
residents and team members, and tour our continuum of 


Care CamMmpus. 


RSVP to Louise at 413-538-7551 by February 20th 


DAY BROOK 228 Jarvis Avenue 


VILLAGE 


SENIOR LIVING 


Holyoke, MA 01040 
413-538-7551 


A A Member of Berkshire Healthcare WV WW. dayb I ookvillage. OT g 


We're Perfecting the Art of Superior Care. 


BUY DIRECT 


USDA INSP. FRESH 


ASSORTED 
PORK CHOPS sermon’? > 


USDA INSP. FRESH 


USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS 


rN Lee A 


Keepers Sponsor. Additional sponsor- 
ship opportunities and team registra- 
tion are now available. 

Homework House serves chil- 
dren, ages 6-12, from Holyoke pub- 
lic schools. Since its beginning, it has 
offered free tutoring and mentoring. 
Today, it offers services from three dif- 
ferent locations in Holyoke. Tutors, 
many of whom are volunteers from 
local colleges and the community, 
provide individualized instruction to 


Last year’s Homework House Spelling Bee winners were Nasty Habit Crossfit. 


SS ae 


NOTICE 


ERRORS: Each advertis- 
er is requested to check 
their advertisement the 
first time it appears. 
This paper will not be 
responsible for more 
than one corrected in- 
sertion, nor will be li- 
able for any error in 
an advertisement to a 
greater extent than the 
cost of the space occu- 
pied by the item in the 
advertisement. 


strengthen children’s educational learn- 
ing and retention. 

At the April 30 event, hearty hors 
d’oeuvres by Seth Mias Catering and 
a cash bar will be available. To register 
for a sponsorship, register a team or 
buy tickets, visit HomeWorkHouseBee. 
com, email Suzanne Boniface at sbon- 
iface @homeworkhouseholyoke.org, or 
call her at 413-265-1017. For more 
information on Homework House, visit 
HomeWorkHouseHolyoke.org. 





Submitted photo 





The Ancient Order of Hibernians-James A. Curran, Division 1 
And The Ladies Ancient Order of Hibernians 


ae 


Invite the public to the Annual: 


IRISH NIGHT 
IN HOLYOKE 


IN MEMORY OF DANIEL P. CURRAN 
TO BENEFIT THE MAURICE A. DONAHUE SCHOLARSHIP 


Fedlng: 


BOSTON'S NOEL HENRY IRISH SHOWBAND 


SATURDAY 
FEBRUARY 22, 2020 


THE LOG CABIN 


DOORS OPEN AT 5:00PM 
DINNER AT 6:30PM 


500 EASTHAMPTON ROAD, HOLYOKE 


e TRADITIONAL CORNED BEEF AND 


CABBAGE DINNER AND RIBS 


BEEF RIBEYE 
CUT 596 WHOLE 
Ib 


FREE OR HALF 
USDA INSP. 


USDA INSP. FRESH 


BONELESS & SKINLESS. 1. 


USDA INSP. FRESH 


¢ ADDITIONAL ENTERTAINMENT 
BY THE CASSIN SCHOOL 
& OF IRISH DANCE 
© PIPER MATT O'CONNOR OF THE 


WHOLE CENTER CUT 
BONELESS PORK LOIN...” # 
USDA INSP. FRESH 


PORK SHOULDER 
PICNIC sesnsnsesernseronene 40% 


USDA INSP. SLICED IN OUR DELI Ss 99 USDA INSP. 


TURKEY BREAST ne et FRESH BONELESS 


IT’S SOUP TIME BEEF SIRLOIN AMERICAN CHEESE sie 10 12.2 
UDA «es STEAKS or 


BEEF SHANK SPOON oP 90 Meat Outlet 
ONLINE AT: 


USDA INSP e FROZEN 
$399 ; EVENTBRITE.COM 


PIG FEET 
www.aoh-holyoke.com 
“TS the vert of the seascrithetiadilion gllting better’ 


SPRINGFIELD KILTIE BAND 


e RAFFLES-VALET PARKING Be 


$30.00 er person 
ADVANCED RESERVATIONS 
REQUIRED ¢ TICKETS AND 
TABLE RESERVATIONS 
AVAILABLE UNTIL 
FEBRUARY 18, 2020 
CALL JOE O'CONNOR 


@ 413-627-7148 
TICKETS ARE AVAILABLE 


i CHICKE 
BEEF CHUCK _ DRUMSTICKS :0 1320. DO 


ROAST Or TEARS EONELESS CHICKEN 


USDA INSP. 


SOUP CHICKEN 


Ei 90meat.com 
SALE DATES: 2/6/20 - 2/12/20 


BUY DIRECT FOR === SAVINGS « SELECTION e SERVICE 


90 AVOCADO STREET, SPRINGFIELD 413-737-1288 


We reserve the right to limit quantities. 


Hours: Mon. - Wed. 8-4 
Thurs. 8-6 ¢ Fri. 8-6 ¢ Sat. 8-3 
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Knights still 
inrunning for \ 
playoff spot 


While they have suffered 
a pair of setbacks during the 
past week, the Holyoke High 
School girls basketball team 
is still in the driver’s seat to 
make a run at the playoffs. 
The Knights are 9-7, despite 
a recent 63-51 loss against 
Hampshire Regional High 
School. Hampshire, which has 
had some great runs recently 
in Division 3, is strong again 
this year. Holyoke was able to 
keep up with Hampshire in the 
first half, but really fell behind 
in the third quarter as the Red 
Raiders were able to keep up 
their hot shooting. Holyoke 
adjusted, but was outscored 
late. Bianca Ortiz had 14 points 
to lead Holyoke while Ashley 
Vazquez had 11 points. 





Bianca Ortiz makes an off-balance shot. 





sports@turley.com 
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Rose Baez tries to get a hook shot on the hoop ahead of a 


£ acebook.com/turleysports 


PORTS 


SEND US YOUR SPORTS SUBMISSIONS 


Destiny Calderon takes a long three-point shot. 








www.sports.turley.com 





Photos by David Henry 





Ashley Vazquez nearly overruns the hoop as she shoots. 





Tumultuous season for 


Western Mass. sectional tourney | n 
Knights takes positive turn 


could be lost in statewide playoff 


Editor’s note: This is the 
second of a four-part series to 
break down the statewide tour- 
nament proposal, what it is, 
its effect on the Western Mass. 
region, the challenges, and 
how your athletic directors and 
coaches feel about it. 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@turley.com 


With the impending vote on 
a statewide tournament spon- 
sored by the Massachusetts 
Interscholastic Athletic 
Association, one of the biggest 
things being talked about in our 
region are the long-term effects 
it will have. 

Agawam High School 
Athletic Director David Stratton 


has repeatedly said during the 
past few months that “Western 
Mass. loves its tournament.” 

Under the MIAA propos- 
al, that would be the biggest 
impact on the region. There 
would no longer be a “Western 
Mass. Champion.” 

The vote to pass the state- 
wide tournament 1s likely to 
be successful, many athletic 
directors feel. This has led the 
Pioneer Valley Interscholastic 
Athletic Conference, which 
is the governing body of high 
school sports locally, to consid- 
er holding its own tournament 
prior to whenever the state tour- 
nament is held. 

Stratton said the PVIAC is 
working on a proposal to hold 
some type of tournament. He 


did not say how it would be 
structured and how the com- 
petition would be separated. 
However, in order to have time 
for the tournament, it could cut 
into the regular season for cer- 
tain sports. For example, the 
soccer season, now 18 games, 
could be lowered to 16 games to 
make time for a tournament. 
One of the many reasons 
besides the love for the regional 
tournament, is because of the 
risk of so many Western Mass. 
teams having to travel long dis- 
tances for the state tournament. 
The current proposal of 
a 32-team tournament by the 
MIAA states the higher seed 
would host games in the first 


See TOURNAMENTS, page 10 





By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@turley.com 


The Holyoke High 
School boys basketball team 
has gone through quite a bit 
during recent weeks, includ- 
ing a home stretch that 
included a brawl, metal detec- 
tors and massive police pres- 
ence, and the cancellation of 
a game. 

But a recent winning 
streak has the Knights back 
in tournament contention with 
an 8-6 record. The Knights 
still have challenging games 
on their Valley Wheel sched- 
ule, and will need to earn 
their final two wins in order 
to qualify for the Western 
Massachusetts Division 1 
tournament. 


In addition to two 
tough days at home, the 
Knights were forced to play 
an “empty arena” game on 
Saturday, Jan. 25. 

After the Jan. 23 varsi- 
ty matchup between Holyoke 
and Central was cancelled 
due to a major brawl during 
the JV game, the two teams 
made up the game on the fol- 
lowing Saturday morning, 
with no one allowed in the 
Holyoke High School gym- 
nasium. 

The result was an 88-72 
loss, which was unsurprising 
considering Central’s recent 
dominance over Holyoke. 
Following the defeat, 
Holyoke went on a three- 


See KNIGHTS, page 10 
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MIAA holds diversity summit for schools 


FRAMINGHAM —- The 
Massachusetts Interscholastic 
Athletic Association (MIAA) and the 
Massachusetts School Administrators’ 
Association (MSAA) held its third 
annual Diversity, Equity and Inclusion 
(DEI) Summit at Framingham State 
University on Jan. 13. With over 220 
attendees representing 65 schools, the 
2020 Summit featured eight concurrent 
workshops covering subjects includ- 
ing: impact of race on daily life, para- 
sports, inclusive strategies, Unified 
Champion schools, working to undo 
bias and end hate, creating safe and sup- 
portive schools, making authentic con- 
nections, and cultural competency and 
mental health disparities. Mike Rubin, 
MIAA Assistant Associate said, “Two 


goals that we established at the start of 
this inclusion mission were to promote 
diversity and encourage participation, 
interaction and understanding in our 
increasingly diverse society.” 

Summit presenters included 
members of the MIAA/MSAA DEI 
Committee, which consists of school 
administrators, supporting agencies, 
and representatives from higher educa- 
tion institutions, as well as individuals 
from the MIAA Partners in Prevention, 
a powerful collaborative of public and 
private prevention agencies initiatives. 
The Committee and the Collaborative 
provide extensive support, resources 
and expertise in the delivery of insight 
and programmatic initiatives leading to 
cultural competencies to the member- 


ship. At the completion of the work- 
shops, attendees created school action 
plans, “To Know is to Understand -- 
Plan For Action” focusing on workshop 
take-aways such as, “become aware of 
our own privileges and understand the 
many ‘-isms’ that exist,’ “accept your- 
self before accepting others,’ and “have 
the discussions that matter, even if they 
make you uncomfortable.” Rubin, 
MIAA stated, “The recent DEI Summit 
was an exemplary blueprint for what the 
Committee is trying to accomplish.” 

The Summit provided two keynote 
speakers, Muji Karim, a Paralympic 
Track and Field Athlete, and Briana 
Mastel, a member of Boston Pride of 
the National Women’s Hockey League. 
Mr. Karim’s message to “see the sil- 


ver lining” when dealing with obsta- 
cles and Ms. Mastel’s encouragement 
to be a “strong link” and “to help oth- 
ers” are in alignment with the MIAA 
Wellness Pillar and inclusion message. 
In addition, Javier Cevallos, President 
of Framingham State University, and 
Yvonne Spicer, Mayor of Framingham, 
addressed the attendees with a warm 
welcome to the City of Framingham. 
Rubin stated, “The two keynote speak- 
ers and eight amazing presenters shared 
information, celebrated differences, and 
engaged attendees to think critically 
about the totality of Inclusion!” 

Summit attendees included Student 
Leaders, Group Leaders, Coaches, 
Teachers, Team Captains, Counselors 
and Administrators. 





The week ahead 


Boys Basketball 


Monday, Feb. 10 
Central 


Wednesday, Feb. 12 
Agawam 


Girls Basketball 


Friday, Feb. 7 
Northampton 


Tuesday, Feb. 11 
Longmeadow 
Indoor Track 
Friday, Feb. 7 
PVIAC Meet 
Wrestling 


Saturday, Feb. 8 
Haverill Dual Tourney 


Away 


Home 


Away 


Home 
Away 


Away 


How to contact the 
Sports Editor 


Have the scoop on a local 
sports story? Want to submit a team 
photo, pass along a potential story 
idea, or just find out how to get a 
copy of that great photo of your 
young athlete? 

Please send all sports-related 
press releases and information 
to Sports Editor Greg Scibelli at: 
sports @turley.com or call, 1-413- 
283-8393. 


Holyoke Community College Cougars 
gain spot in regional playoffs 


Holyoke Community College 
Mens basketball won their regional 
home game on Thursday night, defeat- 
ing Mass Bay CC 72-67. The Cougars 
sunk a dozen three-pointers in the 
contest, propelling them to victory. 
Holyoke has won four of their past five 
regional matchups, shooting them up 
the New England regional standings. 

Michael Castillo (Northampton, 
MA / Northampton HS) once again 
spearheaded the offense, tallying a 
double-double, as he did during the 
Cougars’ last win. Castillo scored 18 
points, including four three-point- 
ers, and brought down ten rebounds. 


7 p.m. 


7 p.m. 


7 p.m. 


7 p.m. 


6 p.m. 





10 a.m. 


Thunderbirds grab win on back of rookie goalie 


SPRINGFIELD — The Springfield 
Ice-O-Topes (Thunderbirds) improved 
to 26-20-2-0 thanks to a 28-save shut- 
out performance from rookie goal- 
tender Ryan Bednard in a 2-0 victory 
over the Hartford Wolf Pack (26-11-4- 
5) on Saturday night before a sellout 
crowd of 6,793 on What If? Night at the 
MassMutual Center. 

It took the Ice-O-Topes less than 
four minutes to get the sellout crowd 
to its feet. After a man advantage 
resulted in no chances for Springfield, 
Jonathan Ang took matters into his own 
hands, receiving a stretch pass on the 
left wing from Matt Mangene. The sec- 
ond-year pro quickly slammed on the 
brakes, forcing a Hartford defender to 
stumble. With extra ice room available, 
Ang rushed the front of the net before 
punching a forehand shot through Wolf 


Pack goalie Tom McCollum to open the 
scoring, 1-0, at 3:54. 

The Wolf Pack would fire 11 shots 
in response in the opening period, but 
rookie netminder Ryan Bednard was 
on his game early, stopping each of 
the shots that came his way in the first 
frame. McCollum stopped eight out of 
nine Springfield shots on net. 

The stalemate continued in the sec- 
ond, but not without a few chances for 
the Wolf Pack to tie it. Hartford could 
not take advantage on a second power 
play past the midpoint of the period, 
and moments later, after a broken stick 
slapper by Vincent LoVerde arrived on 
the doorstep, Matt Beleskey missed a 
seemingly open net with Bednard bat- 
tling to get back in front of the shot. 

Wanting to add some insurance in 
the third, Dryden Hunt deflected a shot 


over the shoulder of McCollum at the 
4:00 mark of the final period to make it 
a 2-0 game. Mangene picked up his sec- 
ond assist of the night, as his shot got to 
the front of the net for Hunt’s backhand 
tip. 

From there, Bednard stole the 
show, including one phenomenal slid- 
ing save from post-to-post on Vinni 
Lettieri near the midpoint of the third. 
Springfield clamped down and ushered 
home their second shutout win of the 
season and the first in Bednard’s AHL 
career. The rookie goalie is now 3-0-0 
with Springfield, having stopped 98 of 
101 shots. 

The T-Birds embark on a five-game 
road trip, beginning with a Wednesday 
rematch in Hartford, the team’s third 
straight matchup against the Wolf Pack 
on the schedule. 





Bay State Games begins partnership with Gentle Giant 


WOBURN - Bay State Games 
and Gentle Giant Moving Company 
are excited to announce a partnership. 
Through this partnership, Gentle Giant 
will serve as the official moving and 
storage company of Bay State Games 
for the Summer Games. 

“The Bay State Games’ mission 
of promoting personal development, 
education, physical fitness, teamwork, 
and sportsmanship directly aligns with 
Gentle Giant’s core focus of develop- 
ing exemplary leaders and our histo- 
ry of employing high level athletes. 


We’re very excited to be able to sup- 
port the Bay State Games and connect 
with their network of athletes,” says 
Craig Averett, Gentle Giant Recruiting 
Manager and 1995 Bay State Games 
competitor. 

Of the budding relationship, Bay 
State Games Executive Director, 
Kevin Cummings says, “since 1982, 
Bay State Games has produced pro- 
grams that develop students, athletes, 
and the future leaders of tomorrow. 
Gentle Giant shares many of these 
same values and we look forward 


to our partnership which will focus 
on providing opportunities for stu- 
dent-athletes.” 

Gentle Giant has a 40-year history 
of hiring the best and brightest athletes 
at their offices across New England 
and in several other regional locations. 
If you are looking for a paid work out, 
a flexible schedule, and competitive 
benefits please visit www.gentlegiant. 
com/careers for more information or 
to fill out the preliminary application 

For questions, email info@bay- 
stategames.org or call 781-932-6555. 





KNI GH IS, from page 9 


game winning streak, defeating Amherst, 
Pope Francis, and Northampton in con- 
secutive games. 


Deven Rivera (Holyoke, MA / Holyoke 
HS) scored a season-high 14 points 
and dished out ten assists to earn his 
first double-double of the season. 
Rivera shot 4 for 5 from the free throw 
line and sank a pair of three-point- 
ers. Jequan Rogers (Springfield, MA 
/ Sabis HS) had 14 points and Ozzy 
Santos (Springfield, MA / Sabis 
HS) scored 12, including a trio of 
three-pointers. 

The Cougars have a 6-5 regional 
record and a 6-8 overall record. They 
currently hold onto a playoff spot in the 
middle of the pack in the New England 
standings. 





Send Us Your Sports Photos! 


sports@turley.com 
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The wins should give the Knights 
some confidence heading into the final 
two weeks of the season, as Holyoke will 


see all three of those teams, along with 
Agawam High School, a team they have 
already defeated once this season. 

Holyoke High School officials are 
still re-evaluating their system for fan 
seating and security at home games. 
They have had extra security and police 
presence at recent games, and there have 
been no further incidents reported. 





TO UR NAME. N IS, from page 9 


three rounds with the semifinals and 
finals at neutral sites. 

While it is the impression of skep- 
tics that Eastern Mass. would host most 
of the games, some projections of how 
seedings would take shape were tried 
with the most recent soccer tournaments. 
According to those projects, teams like 
Belchertown boys soccer, Ludlow boys 
soccer, and Minnechaug girls soccer, 
would all have very high seeds and host a 
number of games in the tournament. 

However, it is still unclear if Western 
Mass. would get an opportunity to host 
state semifinal and final games. Hosting 


the state finals was attempted for basket- 
ball, and failed due to gate receipts. 

Some of the questions that are still 
lingering state wide are the increased 
travel costs for smaller schools. No mat- 
ter what part of the state a school is in, 
with tighter school budgets, having to 
pay bus drivers to transport teams on two 
to four hour trips could be problematic 
for schools with smaller budgets and less 
flexibility on spending. It could lead to 
larger athletic user fees for student-ath- 
letes. 

The lingering effects could be 
seen as the years go on, but only time 
will tell if a statewide tournament has 
long-term negative effects on Western 
Massachusetts. 


Inthe News € 


Meeting in March on new highway exit numbers 


SPRINGFIELD — State transporta- 
tion officials have scheduled additional 
meetings about the planned switch to 
mileage-based exit numbers on major 
Massachusetts highways. 

After a first round of sessions was 
held in December, there will be at least 
one additional Western Massachusetts 
date this spring. The Massachusetts 
Department of Transportation will hold a 
public information meeting at 6:30 p.m. 
Tuesday, March 24, in Room 220 of City 
Hall, 36 Court St., Springfield. All are 
invited to learn more about the project 
and ask questions in person. 

The conversion, planned to begin 
this summer, will affect most highways 
with exit numbers in Massachusetts, 
including Interstates 90 and 91. 

For example, in Holyoke, the Lower 
Westfield Road interchange on I-91 will 
change to Exit 12 from old Exit 15; the 
Cherry Street (Route 202) interchange 
to Exit 14 from old Exit 16; and the 
three Easthampton Road (Route 141) 
ramps to Exit 15, southbound, and exits 
15A and 15B, northbound, from old 


exits 17, 17A and 17B. 

On the Massachusetts Turnpike, 
rather than running from Exit 1 in West 
Stockbridge to Exit 26 at Logan Airport, 
mileage-based exit numbers will start at 
3 and end at 137. The current Exit 4, in 
West Springfield, will become Exit 45. 

A handful of short expressways with 
closely spaced exits, including Interstate 
391 in Holyoke and Interstate 291 in 
Springfield, will not see their numbers 
change. 

The switch will bring most high- 
ways in Massachusetts, one of the last 
states in the country to number its exits 
sequentially, into compliance with 2009 
federal standards. The project is expect- 
ed to cost $2.8 million, statewide, of 
which 90 percent will be paid by a fed- 
eral grant. MassDOT officials have said 
if the exit numbers are not changed by 
2022, Massachusetts could have its fed- 
eral highway aid withheld. 

MassDOT also plans to sched- 
ule additional meetings this spring and 
summer. For more information about the 
project, visit www.NewMassExits.com. 





exit 16 


202 


Holyoke 
S. Hadley A 


——— 


The current Exit 16 on Interstate 91 in Holyoke will be renumbered as Exit 14 this year to 
match the nearest milepost, part of a statewide project affecting most expressways. 


Photo by Michael Ballway 





Scholarships given for cannabis class 


The Cannabis Education Center, 
a collaboration between Holyoke 
Community College and the Cannabis 
Community Care & Research Network 
(C3RN), awarded scholarships to six stu- 
dents enrolled in its entry-level canna- 
bis culinary assistant training program, 
which began Jan. 25. 

These initial scholarships were pro- 
vided by cannabis businesses Curaleaf, 
Good Chemistry, Mill Town Agriculture, 
and Cultivate and awarded to students 
who either live in the Holyoke area, are 
unemployed or underemployed, or were 
disproportionately impacted by drug 
enforcement laws before the legalization 
of marijuana in Massachusetts, among 
other criteria. 

“The goal of the scholarship pro- 
gram is to provide high-quality cannabis 
training to those who might otherwise 
not have the financial opportunity,” said 
Marion McNabb, chief executive officer 
of C3RN and the 501c3 nonprofit that 
manages the scholarship program for the 
Cannabis Education Center. “The initial 
scholarships provided by leading local 
cannabis businesses demonstrate their 
commitment to furthering opportunities 
that advance social justice via education 
locally in Massachusetts and in Holyoke.” 

The cannabis culinary assistant pro- 
gram started Jan. 25 at the HCC MGM 


Culinary Arts Institute and runs for six 
Saturdays, through Feb. 29. Cannabis 
culinary assistants are responsible for pre- 
paring cannabis or cannabidiol-infused 
products using a variety of cooking, bak- 
ing, and infusion techniques. Students 
are also learning about manufacturing 
operations and security, health, and safety 
policies and regulations. Course instruc- 
tors and guest lecturers include represen- 
tatives from C3RN, HCC, INSA, Cloud 
Creamery, Ardent, Willie’s Reserve, 
MCR Labs, and Bay Grown Farms. 

Hemp products are being used 
in place of cannabis on the HCC cam- 
pus. Students will follow up their class- 
room sessions with internships at can- 
nabis businesses, including INSA in 
Easthampton and AmeriCann and BASK 
in Fairhaven, Mass., and addition- 
al internship partnerships will soon be 
announced. 

The scholarships cover the full cost 
of the training program, including the 
internship, $3,000. 

“Curaleaf Massachusetts is proud 
to partner with C3RN and Holyoke 
Community College by sponsoring 
scholarships at the Cannabis Education 
Center,” said Patrik Jonsson, president 
of Curaleaf Massachusetts. “We greatly 
value the opportunity to provide support 
for individuals from areas of dispropor- 


tionate impact, and we are looking for- 
ward to getting involved in the onsite 
occupational training aspect as well.” 

Additional scholarships are envi- 
sioned for future cannabis training pro- 
grams. The Cannabis Education Center 
will begin a program to train workers for 
jobs as patient advocates and budtenders 
March 2 at HCC’s Kittredge Center for 
Business and Workforce Development. 

“We’re looking forward to offer- 
ing these training programs to as many 
people as possible,” said HCC President 
Christina Royal. “Thanks to these schol- 
arships, one more barrier to education 
and training is lessened for those with 
significant financial need.” 

The Cannabis Education Center is 
based at HCC’s Kittredge Center. 

“This is a landmark opportunity to 
provide education for incoming labor in 
this emerging market,’ said Kate Phillips, 
director of education of C3RN and one of 
the culinary assistant program instructors. 
“With the cannabis industry being one of 
the fastest growing sectors, it 1s imper- 
ative that programs like the Cannabis 
Education Center provide quality edu- 
cation while establishing industry stan- 
dards.” 

For more information or to apply for 
a scholarship, visit cannabiseducationcen- 
ter.org and click on a program of interest. 





Wistariahurst 
will host 
wine-tasting 


I Love Wine! will return 
to Wistariahurst for a special 
Valentine’s Day wine tasting 6-8 
p.m. Friday, Feb. 14. 

Attendees will sample fine 
wines from around the world in the 
historic Skinner family mansion at 
238 Cabot St., Holyoke. All will be 
provided a sampling menu to keep 
track of the vineyards and vintages, 
aromas and finishes of the wines 
they love. Wines will be provided 
by Liquors44. Light refreshments 
will be provided. 

Tickets are limited and advance 
purchase is strongly encouraged. 
Tickets are available for $30 at 
www. Wistariahurst.org. 








Holyoke Community College 


offering children’s safety program 


Holyoke Community College is 
running a two-day program next month 
designed to teach children how to pro- 
tect themselves from violence and harm 
in their daily lives. 

“RadKIDS” is for children 6 to 12 
years old and will run over two consec- 
utive Saturdays, Feb. 15 and 22, from 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m., at HCC’s Bartley Center 
for Athletics and Recreation, on the 
main campus at 303 Homestead Ave., 
Holyoke. 

The sessions will be led by Kellie 
Cournoyer-Cronk and Maggie Brown, 
two area law enforcement veterans 
and trainers certified by the radKIDS 


national nonprofit network. 

According to its website, radKIDS 
is a “fun, activity-based program” 
whose curriculum includes home, 
school and vehicle safety; bullying pre- 
vention; abduction defense; and person- 
al space and personal touch safety, with 
a goal of “replacing fear with knowl- 
edge, skills and power, by enhancing 
a child’s critical thinking abilities and 
physical resistance skills.” 

The $75 program fee includes 
snacks, water and a T-shirt. 

To register, visit hcc.edu/bce and 
search for “radKIDS,” or call HCC 
Community Services at 413-552-2123. 


Community Newspaper 
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The Gossiping Aspen 


By Patricia Counter 


Do these leaves make me look fat? Tell me the truth but be kind 


Look at her, she thinks she’s so straight and slim, but she’s actually spindly, if it 
wasn’t for the bushes around her, she would fall over. She isn’t even decent firewood. 


What about that oak with its branches sticking out everywhere and then there’s 
those nut things. I think they’re just attention getters especially when they fall on 
someones head. 


Look at that maple over there in the corner just swaying away. Does she think 
this is some kind of dance contest? I will say her leaves are very pretty. I wonder who 
does them. 


Then there’s that poor apple tree, everytime there is the slightest breeze he starts 
throwing his apples everywhere. Someone should tell him he’s not in the land of Oz. 


That willow really needs to stop looking into peoples windows. She’s such a cry 
baby though that you hate to say anything 


And you Dearie, you still look pretty good. A little rough around the trunk per- 
haps and maybe a little trim here and there would be nice. But now me. 


Do you think these leaves make me look fat? 
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ONGOING 


WINTER MARKET from the Holyoke Farmers 
Market will be held every other Sunday on the first 
floor at the Holyoke Mall near Macy’s, 10 a.m. to 3 
p.m., through March 8. The next market date is Feb. 9. 
The market offers a variety of fruits, vegetables, dairy 
products and crafts from local farms and vendors. HIP 
and EBT are accepted. 


OVEREATERS ANONYMOUS, a 12-step, non- 
profit organization, meets Tuesdays at 5:15 p.m. at First 
Baptist Church, 605 South St., Holyoke. Enter the door 
off the driveway. More info: 413-783-4198 or www. 
oawmass.org. 


POKEMON FAN CLUB meets at the Holyoke 
Public Library, 250 Chestnut St., every Tuesday from 
4 to 6 p.m. in the Teen Room. The club plays Pokemon 
cards, games and Pokemon Go, as well as other card 
games like Yu-Gi-Oh and Magic: The Gathering; tour- 
naments for prizes, trading, drawing Pokemon art, and 
snacks. More info and registration: 413-420-8101. 


RSVP SEEKS VOLUNTEERS for nonprofit 
organizations in Hampshire, Franklin and Hampden 
counties. Adults 55 and older who want to share skills 
and experience in their spare time can contact RSVP 
for a great volunteer position, some travel and insurance 
benefits, and personal matching. Contact Patricia Sicard 
at psicard @hcg-ma.org or 413-387-4558, ext. 1. 


Friday, Feb. 7 


BOOK TRACES talk in the Williston Library’s 
Stimson Room at Mount Holyoke College, South 
Hadley, 3-4 p.m. All are invited to hear about “Hidden 
Histories of Reading and the Future of Library 
Collections” Kristin Jensen, who manages Book Traces 
from its base at the University of Virginia, will speak 
about “finding cool stuff in old books” at a time when 
American college libraries are turning towards mass 
digitization, shared print consortia, and efforts to down- 
size their print collections. 


Saturday, Feb. 8 


BURIAL GROUNDS OF HOLYOKE historical 
talk at the Holyoke Public Library, 250 Chestnut St., 
Holyoke, 11 a.m. Bob Comeau will look into the history 
of cemeteries in the city. Free. 


CABIN FEVER fundraiser for the South Hadley 
Lions Club at The Wherehouse? banquet hall in 
Holyoke, 5:30-11 p.m. Tickets at $25 per person with 
an evening of food and excitement including Italian- 


>» Holyoke Arrests 


The Holyoke Police Department recorded the fol- 
lowing arrests from Jan. 27 to Feb. 2. No arrests in the 
public log have been omitted. All suspects are innocent 
until proven guilty. 


Monday, Jan. 27 

A 16-year-old was arrested at 5:26 a.m. on West 
Street on two warrants, and also charged with receiving 
a stolen motor vehicle, disorderly conduct, resisting 
arrest, carrying a dangerous weapon and possession of 
a Class B drug. 

Angel L. Gonzalez, 32, of 6 Worcester Place, Apt. 
3L, Holyoke, was arrested at 5:11 p.m. at the Holyoke 
Mall on a warrant, and also charged with shoplifting, 
assault, and resisting arrest. 

Josue Roman, 41, of 82 Pearl St., Springfield, was 
arrested at 5:12 p.m. at the police station on two war- 
rants. 


Tuesday, Jan. 28 
Anthony Lopez-Eaton, 25, of 40 Paul Revere 
Drive, Feeding Hills, was arrested at 10:17 a.m. on 
Court Plaza on two warrants. 


Wednesday, Jan. 29 
Thomas Delphia, 32, homeless, was arrested 
at 4:18 p.m. on Essex Street on a warrant, and also 
charged with possession of a class A drug, possession 
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style buffet, 50-50 raffle, and performance from local 
musicians Midlife Crisis. Tickets: Chris, 413-658-8929, 
or Tina, 413-244-2063. Limited tickets may be available 
at the door. 


Sunday, Feb. 9 


VALENTINE’S CRAFTS at the Holyoke Merry- 
Go-Round, 221 Appleton St., Holyoke, noon to 3:30 
p.m. For each children’s ticket purchased, the rider will 
receive a free Valentine’s craft project. 


Wednesday, Feb. 12 


SPANISH GUITAR CONCERT at the Holyoke 
Public Library, 250 Chestnut St., Holyoke, 6:30 p.m. 
Eliezer Torres and Orlando Zayas will give a free musi- 
cal performance of romantic Latin music. 


Thursday, Feb. 13 


CONCERT FOR PUERTO RICO at Gateway 
City Arts, 92 Race St., Holyoke, 7 p.m. Student musi- 
cians and poets from Pioneer Valley Performing Arts 
Charter School will perform a benefit concert with all 
proceeds to earthquake relief in Puerto Rico. Admission 
is a suggested donation of $15 per person. 


Friday, Feb. 14 


VALENTINE’S CELEBRATION at St. Anthony 
of Padua Parish Social Center, 56 St. Anthony St., 
Chicopee, 6 p.m. Four-course meal, wines from around 
the world, raffles and surprises. Tickets $25 per couple; 
visit stanthonychicopee.com. 


Saturday, Feb. 15 


CHILI DINNER at the Our Lady of the Cross 
Parish Hall on Holy Cross Avenue, Holyoke, 5 p.m. 
Several varieties will be served, from mild to spicy. 
Tickets are $10 for adults, $5 for children under 12. For 
tickets, call the parish office at 413-532-5661. 


Friday, Feb. 21 


BATTLE OF THE BARS at the Knights of 
Columbus, 250 Westfield Road, Holyoke, 6-9 p.m. 
Bartenders from local bars will compete to earn the 
most tips and drink sales. Proceeds benefit the St. 
Patrick’s Committee of Holyoke. Ben Lavelle will pro- 
vide musical entertainment. 


Saturday, Feb. 22 


DOG SHOW in the Holyoke High School gymna- 
sium, 300 Beech St., Holyoke, 1-3 p.m. Free to attend; 


of aclass B drug, and trespassing. 

Francisco E. Bermudez, 30, of 50 West St., Apt. 
4L, Holyoke, was arrested at 5:10 p.m. on Appleton 
Street on a warrant. 

Samoeuth Som, 36, of 99 Southpoint Drive, Apt. 
H, Amherst, was arrested at 10:07 p.m. on Elm Street 
and charged with receiving a stolen motor vehicle. 


Thursday, Jan. 30 

Luz Naida Nazario, 44, of 76 Maple St., Apt. 906, 
Holyoke, was arrested at 6:33 p.m. on Franklin Street 
on a warrant. 

Maynor Santizo-Lopez, 33, of 46 Ringgold St., 
Springfield, was arrested at 10:33 p.m. on Maple Street 
and charged with driving without a license and a vehi- 
cle equipment violation. 


Friday, Jan. 31 

Freddie L. Tosado Jr., 31, of 5 Adams St., 
Holyoke, was arrested at 4:26 p.m. on Adams Street on 
a warrant, and also charged with disorderly conduct, 
resisting arrest, and assault and battery on a police offi- 
Car, 

Francisco Ortiz, 37, homeless, was arrested at 
11:23 p.m. on Elm Street and charged with trespassing. 


Saturday, Feb. 1 
A 15-year-old was arrested at 1:40 a.m. on Cabot 


dogs may enter up to two categories of competition 
at $5 per entry. Vendor fair includes pet products, raf- 
fles and more. Registration and more info: Parks and 
Recreation, 413-322-5620. 


Sunday, Feb. 23 


MARDI GRAS LUNCHEON hosted by the 
Saint Theresa’s HOST Team in the church hall at 9 E. 
Parkview Drive, South Hadley, noon to 3 p.m. Tickets 
are $12 each and seating is limited. Ample parking and 
handicapped accessible. More info: 413-532-228. 


Saturday, Feb. 29 


DREAMS AND DEFIANCE concert at 
Wistariahurst, 238 Cabot St., Holyoke, 7-9 p.m. 
Songwriters and musician-activist-educators Pamela 
Means and Diana Alvarez will perform. Tickets are $15, 
available at Wistariahurst.org or at the door. 


Saturday, March 7 


POLAR PLUNGE at Hampton Ponds State Park, 
1048 North Road, Westfield, noon. Participants are 
asked to raise at least $100, with all proceeds to bene- 
fit Special Olympics. More info: specialolympicsma. 
donordrive.com/event/westfieldplunge. 


BIG BROADCAST in the Chapin Auditorium 
at Mount Holyoke College, South Hadley, 2-7:30 
p.m. This is the 15th annual performance of the Jazz 
Ensembles at Mount Holyoke. Snow date is March 8. 
General admission tickets are $25 for premium front 
and center seating, $20 for regular seating, $10 in 
advance and $15 at the door for seniors, and $10 for stu- 
dents. For online tickets, visit www.fineartscenter.com. 


HOLYOKE ST. PATRICK’S PARADE 
TARTAN PARTY at the Holyoke Merry-Go-Round, 
221 Appleton St., Holyoke, 2:30-5 p.m. Children will 
enjoy unlimited rides on the merry-go-round, face paint- 
ing, snacks, crafts and a digital photo booth. Adults can 
purchase beer or wine and shop for Holyoke parade 
tartan merchandise. Admission is $5 per person, or $10 
for a family. 


Friday, March 13 


MARSHAL MANIA CONCERT at the 
Wherehouse?, 109 Lyman St., Holyoke, 8 p.m. (doors 
open 6:30). The Sighs will headline this fundraiser for 
the Holyoke St. Patrick’s Day Parade, with Holyoke’s 
own Ed Jackowski as the opening act. Tickets are $20 
per person at JeffWalsh127@gmail.com or 413-530- 
3944, or marshalmania2020.brownpapertickets.com. 


Street and charged with driving without a license. 

Ramon DeJesus, 33, of 51 View St., 3rd Floor, 
Holyoke, was arrested at 2:17 p.m. on View Street on a 
watrant. 

Gregory Stober, 37, of 10 Klondike Ave., 
Westfield, was arrested at 4:40 p.m. on Pine Street and 
charged with driving with a suspended license and driv- 
ing with no inspection sticker. 

Tatyana Contreras-Lara, 24, of 37 Clinton Ave., 
Apt. 3L, Holyoke, was arrested at 7:03 p.m. on Clinton 
Avenue on a warrant. 

Ricardo Velazquez, 34, of 82 Malden St., Apt. IR, 
Springfield, was arrested at 7:27 p.m. on Clemente 
Street on a warrant, and also charged with larceny 
under $1,200. 


Sunday, Feb. 2 

Jose L. Cosme Jr., 30, of 131 Clemente St., Apt. 
1L, Holyoke, was arrested at 4:47 a.m. on Maple Street 
on two warrants, and also charged with driving without 
a license and driving with no inspection sticker. 

Jose M. Hernandez, 54, of 67 St. James Ave., 
Holyoke, was arrested at 7:10 a.m. on Walnut Street 
and charged with possession of a class A drug and driv- 
ing with a suspended license. 

Alexis Matos, 32, of 150 Crescent Drive, 
Chicopee, was arrested at 3:22 p.m. on Northampton 
Street on a warrant, and also charged with shoplifting. 


SEAR CH , from page 1 


superintendent with “full managerial and 
operational control.” The current receiv- 
er, Stephen Zrike, has announced he will 
step down from that role at the end of 
June. 

At the Feb. 3 forum participants 
split into two groups to share their 
opinions. Sell asked them not to debate 
among themselves, but to record every 
individual’s suggestions. 

One suggestion that came up repeat- 
edly was that the new receiver be willing 
to build on the progress already made in 
the past five years, rather than coming 
in with all-new ideas and starting from 
square one. 

“We don’t want to be set back,” 
said School Committee member Rosalee 
Tensley Williams. 

Among the dozens of other skills 
and attributes that forum participants 
wanted to see in their next receiver 
were, in no particular order: 

e Empathy, enthusiasm, approach- 
ability, open-mindedness, compassion 

e Preference for a bilingual candi- 
date 

e Knowledge and understanding of 
Holyoke 


e Ability to understand the “cus- 
tomer’s” point of view; not a top-down 
administrator 

e Experience with social-emotional 
learning and behavioral health 

e Focus on root problems, not symp- 
toms 

e Understanding that different stu- 
dents learn differently 

e Commitment to end receivership 
and return to local control as soon as 
possible 

e Classroom teaching experience 

e Must love children and be com- 
fortable around children 

e Trust building principals and 
enforce accountability without micro- 
managing 

e Preference for a resident of 
Western Massachusetts 

e Someone from outside Holyoke, 
independent of local political influence 

e Ability to articulate success; also, 
ability to listen to the community and 
the diplomatic skills to build community 
Support 

e Proponent of social justice and 
equity; responsiveness to Holyoke’s cul- 
tural diversity 

e Demonstrated success as a receiv- 
er at previous assignments 

City Councilor Terence Murphy 


also suggested that the new receiver 
commit to staying for the entire remain- 
ing length of the receivership, so that 
Holyoke is not forced to undergo anoth- 
er transition while under state control. 
The city’s current turnaround plan 
expires in 2021, but the end of receiv- 
ership is tied to meeting educational and 
financial standards. 

Some attendees of the Feb. 3 forum 
criticized DESE for holding only two 
public forums in the city, and for not 
involving local voices in later stages of 
the selection process. 

“The reason we’re only having two 
[forums], in a two-week period, is that 
DESE wants to have this information as 
soon as possible,” said Sell. 

School Committee member Mildred 
Lefebvre, however, said there are other 
ways to incorporate Holyoke voices in 
the search. She suggested that a Holyoke 
School Committee member should be 
part of the panel that interviews prospec- 
tive candidates. Even if the final deci- 
sion rests solely with the state education 
commissioner, she said, at least there 
would be someone from Holyoke asking 
questions to the candidates while the 
commissioner is listening. 

Deb Lantaigne, who hosted 
Monday’s forum, is a member of the 


commissioner’s staff and said she will 
convey these concerns to him. She also 
said there will be other forums and con- 
versations involving specific groups 
within the schools, such as faculty and 
student groups. 

At the very least, she said, the 
issues raised during local forums and in 
the online survey will be consulted by 
Great Schools and state officials as they 
craft their interview questions. 

“Ultimately, the decision is the 
commissioner’s,” she said. 

According to the job posting, the 
state is looking for an experienced 
superintendent, principal, head of school 
or director of an educational nonprofit 
with at least a master’s degree and a 
Massachusetts superintendent or assis- 
tant superintendent license, with Spanish 
language skills strongly preferred. The 
salary range is listed at $185,000 to 
$220,000 per year. 

The state describes the Holyoke 
receiver position as “a unique opportu- 
nity for a courageous, committed indi- 
vidual.” Under the terms of state control 
over the Holyoke School Department, 
the receiver has all the powers of both a 
superintendent and a School Committee, 
and reports directly to the state educa- 
tion commissioner. 


Public Notices é 


Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 

Hampden Probate and 

Family Court 
50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 
Docket No. HD19D1619DR 
Harrison Corales vs. 
Josefina Brea 

DIVORCE SUMMONS 

BY PUBLICATION 
AND MAILING 

To the Defendant: 

The Plaintiff has filed 
a Complaint for Divorce 
requesting that the 
Court grant a divorce for 
Irretrievable Breakdown. 

The Complaint is on file at 
the Court. 

An Automatic Restrain- 
ing Order has been entered 
in this matter preventing you 
from taking any action which 
would negatively impact the 
current financial status of 
either party. SEE Supple- 
mental Probate Court Rule 
411. 

You are hereby sum- 
moned and required to serve 
upon: 

Harrison Corales 


310 Central Street 
Springfield, MA 01105 
your answer, if any, on 
or before 04/22/2020. If you 
fail to do so, the court will 
proceed to the hearing and 
adjudication of this action. 
You are also required to file 
a copy of your answer, if any, 
in the office of the Register of 
this Court 
WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of 
this Court. 
Date: January 22, 2020 
Suzanne T. Seguin 
Register of Probate 
2/07/2020 


Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Probate and Family Court 
Hampden Division 
50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-8600 
Docket No. HD20P0202EA 
Estate of: 

Louis M. Gageant 
Date of Death: 
November 16, 2019 
INFORMAL PROBATE 
PUBLICATION NOTICE 


ested in the above cap- 
tioned estate, by Petition of 
Petitioner 

Amy K. Harper of 
Holyoke, MA a Will has been 
admitted to informal probate. 

Amy K. Harper of 
Holyoke, MA has been 
informally appointed as the 
Personal Representative of 
the estate to serve without 
surety on the bond. 

The estate is being 
administered under informal 
procedure by the Personal 
Representative under the 
Massachusetts Uniform 
Probate Code without super- 
vision by the Court. Inventory 
and accounts are not 
required to be filed with the 
Court, but interested parties 
are entitled to notice regard- 
ing the administration from 
the Personal Representative 
and can petition the Court 
in any matter relating to the 
estate, including distribution 
of assets and expenses of 
administration. Interested 
parties are entitled to petition 
the Court to institute formal 
proceedings and to obtain 
orders terminating or restrict- 


Representatives appointed 
under informal procedure. A 
copy of the Petition and Will, 
if any, can be obtained from 
the Petitioner. 

2/07/2020 


Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Hampden Probate and 
Family Court 
50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-7758 
Docket No. HD20P0149EA 
Estate of: 

Roland Raymond Monast 
Date of Death: 07/19/1985 
CITATION ON PETITION 
FOR FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION 

To all interested persons: 

A Petition for Formal 
Adjudication of Intestacy 
and Appointment of 
Personal Representative 
has been filed by Gerard A 
Monast of Ballston Spa NY 
requesting that the Court 
enter a formal Decree and 
Order and for such other relief 
as requested in the Petition. 

The Petitioner requests 


of Ballston Spa NY be 
appointed as Personal 
Representative(s) of said 
estate to serve Without 
Surety on the bond inan 
unsupervised administration. 
IMPORTANT NOTICE 
You have the right to 
obtain a copy of the Petition 
from the Petitioner or at the 
Court. You have a right to 
object to this proceeding. To 
do so, you or your attorney 
must file a written appearance 
and objection at this Court 
before: 10:00 a.m. on the 
return day of 02/24/2020. 
This is NOT a hear- 
ing date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a written 
appearance and objection if 
you object to this proceeding. 
If you fail to file a timely writ- 
ten appearance and objec- 
tion followed by an affidavit 
of objections within thirty (30) 
days of the return day, action 
may be taken without further 
notice to you. 
UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION UNDER 
THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE 
(MUPC) 


appointed under the MUPC in 
an unsupervised administra- 
tion is not required to file an 
inventory or annual accounts 
with the Court. Persons inter- 
ested in the estate are enti- 
tled to notice regarding the 
administration directly from 
the Personal Representative 
and may petition the Court 
in any matter relating to the 
estate, including the distribu- 
tion of assets and expenses 
of administration. 
WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of this 
Court. 
Date: January 30, 2020 
Suzanne T. Seguin 
Register of Probate 
2/07/2020 


NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC AUCTION 

Swinging Bridges Auction 
Company, Lic #2755 will hold 
a Public Auction on February 
22, 2020 at 9 a.m. Unclaimed 
items to be sold at Pawn 
Depot Inc., 448 Appleton 
St., Holyoke, MA 01040. 

20% buyers fee, 6.25% 
MA sales tax. 
2/07, 2/14/2020 


To all persons inter- ing the powers of Personal that: Gerard A Monast 


ejelalc|r MMMMe|t|a Gone 


Niele 


A Personal Representative 


The Sun 


OBITUARY POLICY 


Turley Publications offers two types of 
obituaries. 

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 
date and place. 

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $120, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits @turley.com. 


HOW TO SUBMIT PUBLIC NOTICES 


All public notices to be published in the Holyoke Sun 
should be sent directly to notices@turley.com. Jamie 
Joslyn processes all public notices for this newspaper and 
can answer all of your questions regarding these notices. 
Please indicate the newspapers and publication date(s) for 
the notice(s) in the subject line of your email. For questions 
regarding coverage area, procedures or cost, please call 
Jamie directly at 413-283-8393. 

Turley Publications, Inc. publishes 14 weekly 
newspapers throughout Western Massachusetts. Visit 
www.turley.com for more information. 





iE 
sJolmle[rir [lel s. 
alle (tT MT |s RBs ale 
rale[clo|vle[mle|o sult lA 
sai e|ols MBN | a | uM mo] a 
cle Mvia wis laird is. 
Hiolele| HM M|olole/ajalrie|s 
Aree eiRiale|s Ape 


Please check the accuracy of your public notice 
prior to submission (i.e., date, time, spelling). 
Also, be sure the requested publication date 

coincides with the purpose of the notice, 
or as the law demands. Thank you. 


Exceptions will be made only when the family 
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid. 


PUBLIC NOTICES 


ARE NOW ONLINE 


Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers. 


Access archives and 
digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title. 


Email all 
notices to 
notices@turley.com 


Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, Fridays noon for Monday holidays. 
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COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 





Call us toll free 800.824.6548 


ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)289-6670 


DISH TV - $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-877-925-7371 


USED STAMPS IN excellent con- 
dition. A vast amount of United States 
stamps from 1/2 cent to one dollar. For- 
eign and Polish stamps, 2 postcards. 
Used furniture, toys. Best offer. 413- 
583-3908. 


FIREWOOD 


FIREWOOD 
Fresh cut & split $160.00 

Seasoned cut & split $220.00 

All hardwood. 

Tree length available 
*Also have seasoned softwood 
for outdoor boilers (Cheap). 
Quality & volumes guaranteed! 
New England Forest Products 
(413)477-0083 


LOG LENGTH FIREWOOD ior 
sale. 7-8 cords delivered. $700.00 
delivered locally. Pricing subject to 
change. Place your order today. We 
also purchase standing timber. 413- 
245-9615. 


SEASONED FIREWOOD 1 and 2 
yr. old. Prompt response and delivery. 
Call now S & K 413-267-3100 or 
800-607-5296. 


WISEASONED FIREWOOD!!! 
Over a cord guaranteed. Cut, Split, 
Prompt delivery. Call D & D Cordwood 
(413)348-4326. 


SEASONED OAK & Hardwood. 
Cut, split and delivered. 413-575- 
4243. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127 


DEALING WITH WATER DAM.- 
AGE requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond immediate- 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 
1-800-506-3367 


DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or back 
pain? If you have insurance, you may 
qualify for the perfect brace at little to 
no cost. Get yours today! Call 1-800- 
217-0504 


INVENTORS- FREE  INFOR- 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea starter 
guide. Submit your idea for a free con- 
sultation. 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can’t reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 
457-1917 


MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE- 
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you're Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro- 
chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 


OXYGEN-ANYTIME. ANY- 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No deliv- 
eries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: Call 1-855-917-4693 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, ser- 
vice or business to 1.7 million house- 
holds throughout New England. Reach 
4 million potential readers quickly and 
inexpensively with great results. Use 
the Buy New England Classified Ad 
Network by calling (413)283-8393, 
classifieds @ turley.com. Do they work? 
You are reading one of our ads now!! 
Visit our website to see where your ads 
run communitypapersne.com 


STAY IN YOUR HOME longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In Bath- 
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! Call us at 
1-866-945-3783. 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for $250. 
OFF your stairlift purchase and FREE 
DVD & brochure! 1-844-325-8610 





***** A CALL WE HAUL 
WE TAKE IT ALL 
WE LOAD IT ALL 

Lowest Rates, 
accumulations, junk, estates, 
attics, garages, appliances, 
basements, demo services 
10% disc. with this ad. 

All Major CC’s 
CALL NOW (413)531-1936 
acallwehaul @ gmail.com 


Find archives of this local newspaper at 
www.newspapers.turley.com 


AB Hauling and 


Removal Service 





**k*EEEXA & B HOUSEHOLD 
REMOVAL SERVICE******* 
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns, sheds, demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap- 
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222- 

8868. 


BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 


Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967- 
6679 


BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 


REMOVAL attics, cellars, garag- 
es cleaned. Light moving. Gutters 
Cleaned. Family owned/ operated 
since 1950 (413)537-5090 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & re- 


finishing - cane, fiber rush & splint - 
Classroom instructor, 20+ years expe- 
rience. Call Walt at (413)289-6670 
for estimate. 


DL & G JUNK REMOVAL Clean- 
ing out everything from basements, 
garages, barns and sheds. We can do 
all the work and have many options 
available. Offering a senior/veteran 
discount. Call 413-478-421 2 for your 
free estimate. 


DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas- 
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487 


NEED AN ILLUSTRATOR for your 
next ad, website, or book project? 
Freelance illustrator Sadie Parrotta is 
taking commissions. Examples of her 
work can be seen at sadieparrotta. 
weebly.com. Contact her at sadie.par- 
rotta@ gmail.com for more information. 


SNOWBLOWER & LAWNMOWER 
TUNE UP & REPAIR 


A&M TUNE-UPS 


Push Lawnmowers, Riding Mowers 
and Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home. 


Call Mike (413) 348-7967 





PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 years 
experience. References. Lic #086220. 


Please call Kevin 978-355-6864. 




















{ \\\ RS . ~ 
| : 
ASK 
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WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some fur- 
niture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 
DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


ELECTRICIAN 


BILL CAMERLIN- ADDITIONS, 
service changes, small jobs for home- 
owners, fire alarms. Fast, dependable, 
reasonable rates. Insured, free esti- 
mates E280333. 24 hour emergency 
service. (413)427-5862 


FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 


or call toll free: 800-824-6548 


Base Price 
$26.50 


Base Price 
$28.50 


Base Price 
$30.50 


Base Price 
$32.50 


Base Price 
$34.50 


Number of Weeks: 
Credit Card: 
Card #: 


Amount of charge: 


(41 MasterCard 


Base Price 
$27.00 
Base Price 
$29.00 
Base Price 
$31.00 


Base Price 
$33.00 


Base Price 
$35.00 


Base Price 

$26.00 

Base Price 
$27.50 


Base Price 
$28.00 


Base Price 
$30.00 


Base Price 
$29.50 


Base Price 


Base Price 
$31.50 $32.00 


Base Price 
$33.50 


Base Price 
$34.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$35.50 $36.00 





ce Phone: 
__ State Zips 
X per week rate = $ 
LIVISA  Q Discover LI Cash lL) Check# 
Exp. Date CVV 
Date: 


DEADLINES: 


Quabbin 


Circulation: 


ime 50,500 
ae 
Bole 
aD 
coe 


Hilltowns 
Circulation: 9, 800 


HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON 
Village Hills a> 


BELCHERTOWN 

GRANBY 4 
BRIMFIELD 

STURBRIDGE 











Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 
Add $10 for a second Zone 

or add $15 to run in 


ALL THREE ZONES. 


First ZONE base price __ 










HUBBARDSTON 


NEW BRAINTREE 
WEST NORTH 
BROOKFIELD | BROOKFIELD 


(-\ BROOKFIELD 





EAST 
BROOKFIELD 









WALES ( HOLLAND 





Residential 
Circulation: 


Suburban 
59,000 


WILBRAHAM 





Includes 
additional words 


Add asecond ZONE ___*10.00 


Add a third ZONE ___*5.00 
Subtotal ___ 
x Number of Weeks ___ 
TOTAL Enclosed __ 


Run my ad in the 
following ZONE(s): 


a 
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ELECTRICIAN 


DEPENDABLE ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096. 


GARAGE DOOR 
SERVICES 


MENARD GARAGE DOORS Spe- 
cializing in the best quality and selec- 
tion of insulated Haas garage doors. 
Sales, Installation, service and repairs 
of residential and commercial garage 
doors and openers. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. Call (413)289-6550, 
(413)626-1978 or www.menardga- 


ragedoors.com 





HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


C-D HOME IMPROVEMENT. | 
Call for all your needs. Windows, sid- 
ing, roofs, additions, decks, baths, 
hardwood floors, painting. All work 
100% guaranteed. Licensed and in- 
sured. Call Bob (413)596-8807 Cell 
CS Lic. #97110, HIC Lic #162905 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 


Kitchen, bath, foyers. Referenc- 
es. Lic #086220. Please call Kevin 
(978)355-6864. 


DELREO HOME IMPROVEMENT 
for all your exterior home improve- 
ment needs. ROOFING, SIDING, 
WINDOWS, DOORS, DECKS & GUT- 
TERS. Extensive references available, 
Fully Licensed & Insured in MA. & CT. 
Call GARY DELCAMP @ 413-569- 
3733 


HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE- 
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram- 
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
textured ceilings, siding, decks. Insur- 
ance work. Fully insured. Free esti- 
mates. (413)246-2783 Ron. 


WATER DAMAGE 
_CALL JAY (413)436-5782- 
FOR REPAIRS 
COMPLETE DRYWALL 
SERVICE. FINISHING, 
PAINTING, CEILINGS 
(SMOOTH OR TEXTURED). 
40+ YEARS EXPERIENCE. 
FULLY INSURED. 


HOUSE 
CLEANING 


34 YEARS EXPERIENCE in the 
house cleaning business. Plenty of 
references. Ludlow area or close to 
Ludlow area. Please leave message 
413-544-3637 


LANDSCAPING 


**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv- 
eries, loader, backhoe, insured. Pro- 
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537- 
5789 (413)538-7954. 


MASONRY 


STOP WET 
BASEMENTS 


ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING 

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch- 
way doors, basement windows, chim- 
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys- 
tems, sump pumps. BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569- 
1611, (413)374-5377 


PLUMBING 


GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace- 
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling. 30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 
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PLUMBING 


LINC’S PLUMBING 
LIC. #J27222 
“New Season” 
“New Projects” 
Call LINC’S 
For Your Connection 


(413)668-5299 


ROOFING 


FREE ROOF INSPECTIONS. All 
types of roofing, shingle, flat and slate. 
Call Local Builders (413)626-5296. 
Complete roofing systems and repairs. 
Fully licensed and insured. MA CS 
#102453, CT Reg. 0615780. Lifetime 
warranty. Senior Discount. 24 hour 
service. Veteran Discount. 


TREE WORK 


AAA1 H & H TREE SERVICE 
Fully insured. 15 yrs experience climb- 
ing. Skid steer work, land clearing. Call 
Dave. 413-668-6560 day/night. 


ATEKS TREE- Honest, quality tree 
service. From pruning to house lot 
clearing. Fully insured. Free estimates. 
Firewood sales. (413)687-3220 





FINANCIAL SERVICES 


TREE WORK 


DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every- 
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage, lot 
clearing and brush chipping. Honest 
and Dependable. Fully insured. Now 
offering a Senior Citizen and Veteran 
discount. Call today for free estimate 
(413)478-4212 


Loy NS Boj we >.4 5 
41 3-219- ess39 





CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- 
dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 
Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-513-1505. 






BER RE 





COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 





RETIRED RACING CAFETERIA WORKERS 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE AGAWAM PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
FOR ADOPTION MONDAY - FRIDAY 


SPAYED/NEUTERED, WORMED, 
SHOTS, HEARTWORM TESTED, 
TEETH CLEANED 


10-MONTH POSITION 


Candidates should contact the Per- 
sonnel Dept. at Agawam Town Hall to 


apply. 


MAKE A FAST FRIEND! 


GREYHOUND OPTIONS INC. we . 
CALL MARY AT 413-566-3129 pnaeie fe g 

oR ease — Provide a safe home for children 
WWW.GREYHOUNDOPTIONS. and teens who have been abused 


ORG or neglected. Call Devereux 
Therapeutic Foster Care 
413-734-2493 


IBERIA. 


FOODS — 


CORPORATION 


IBERIA FOODS HOSTING 
applicant open house for CDLA and 
CDLB drivers. Feb 8 from 9 am to 6 pm 
our address is 21 Wilbraham Street, 
Palmer, MA 01069 





HORSES 


HORSEBACK RIDING LESSONS 
offered year round at our state of the 
art facility. beginner to advanced. Ages 
4 years to adult. Boarding, sales and 
Leasing also available. Convenient lo- 
cation at Orion Farm in South Hadley 
(413)532-9753 www.orionfarm.net 





LEARN TO RIDE jump, show! Be- 
ginner to advanced. Qualified instruc- 
tors. boarding, training, leasing. IEA 
teams. Year round riding programs. Gift 
certificates available. 860-874-8077 
Suffield, CT endofhunt.com 


PLEASE RECYCLE 
THIS NEWSPAPER 


TAX: TIME 


588 Center Street 
Ludlow, MA 01056 
www.ajefinancial.com 


(413)589-1671 


WANT TO KEEP MONEY IN YOUR WALLET? 
AJE Financial Services Can Help You Do Just That! 
¢ FREE Electronic Filing * FREE Direct Deposit 
¢ Stress FREE Tax Returns 
Personal & Business Tax Preparation. 
Make Your Appointment Today! 


Kitchen Table Taxes 


Personal & Small Business Tax Returns 
“David The Tax Man" 


Tel: 413-289-0058 
bi Fax: 413-324-2167 


Credit Cards Welcome 
kitchentabletaxes@gmail.com 


David E. whimey 
Enrolled Agent 


Sixty-Five Jim Ash Road 
Palmer, MA 01069-9814 
www.kitchentabletaxes.com 


VCs} foi ace) aim hed. arclale i mllatclaleltclmeys) als(@sts 


IRS Problems? 
| =) at -  nd oy (= s-t-j ojal-| min l-lale|(- mi aero) am’ (o] sm 
Call us anytime! 


Complete Tax Services: 
Personal, Business, Corporations and Partnerships 


Telephone (413) 786-8727 ¢ Fax (413) 786-1833 
betty@melchioritax.com ¢ pauline@ melchioritax.com 
24 Southwick Street, Feeding Hills, MA 01030 


CHANTEL BLEAU 
ACCOUNTING SERVICES 


For Full Accounting & Tax Service 
Registered Tax Return Preparer 


228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 cai, IRS 


413-967-8364 Secours 


The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer. 
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov. 


Income Tax Preparation 


~ 32 years tax experience ~ — 


AUTHORIZED 


PROVIDER 


Bruce J. Charwick 


62 Jim Ash Road 
(413) 283-5596 Palmer, MA 01009 


Personal & Small Business Federal & All States 





413 324-2135 


IRS Certified Tax Preparers : $ 5 () OFF 1 








1622 North Main Street 
Reg. Prices 


Palmer, MA 01069 
To All New Clients ' 


PROVIDER 


Fasttax @ charter.net 
Free E-File & Direct Deposit 


CALL YOUR LOCAL TURLEY PUBLICATIONS SALES REPRESENTATIVE FOR INFORMATION AND RATES ON ADVERTISING YOUR TAX SERVICE HERE! 


LISSTHEDS" g 


TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, 
Reaching readers in 50 local 
communities every week. 


413-283-8393 ¢ 1-800-824-6548 


SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 








VALLEY 


WAT D) (GING 
Sixe)ely 





Prevention &° Medical Care 
‘To Help You Live Better, Longer. 

NURSE MANAGER 
Valley Medical Group, a multi-specialty 
group serving over 90,000 patients, is 
seeking an experienced Nurse Manag- 
er for our Family Practice Department 
in our Amherst Office. 
Visit www.vmgma.com to view more 
details and to apply. Come join our 
team! 


PARK MAINTENANCE AND 
GROUNDSKEEPER Position (sea- 
sonal/part-time) 

Applicant will be responsible for gener- 
al maintenance of Memorial Park and 
baseball fields as well as the baseball/ 
soccer fields at Thornton Burgess. Job 
description and application forms can 
be found at https:/Awww.hampdenma. 
gov/town-administrator/pages/board- 
openings-job-postings. Please submit 
to Hampden Parks and Recreation 
625 Main Street, Hampden MA 01036. 
(413)566-2151 x108. 






SHARED LIVING- 
seeking families to share their 
home with individuals with 
developmental disabilities. 
Call 413-734-2493 
for more information. 


Classified 
Advertising 


DEADLINES 


QUABBIN & 
SUBURBAN 
FRIDAY 
AT NOON 


HILLTOWNS 
MONDAY 
AT NOON 





Digital Photos 


Call us toll free 800.824.6548 


FOR RENT 





EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, 
or discrimination because of race, 
color, religion, sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national origin, or intention to 
make any such preference, limitation, 
or discrimination.” We will not know- 
ingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. 
All persons are hereby informed that 
all dwellings advertised are available 
on an equal opportunity basis. 


PALMER 1BR, 1ST FL Siove, Re- 
frigerator, Parking for one car. No Pets. 
1st and last. For more information call 
413-433-1856. 


VACATION 
RENTALS 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction @ aol.com 
for more information. 





FOR RENT 


ea 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
Or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
Opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 


$12.50 
Each 


TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, INC. 


Purchase a photo 
that recently ran in one > 


eo) eo) 0] mm elele)i(er-lilelat-y 
Go to newspapers.turley. 
com/photo-request 
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e Check Out Our For Sale, Services, 
Pets and Other Classifieds 


INC. 
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e Real Estate: For Sale, 
For Rent & Vacation Rentals 


© Help Wanted: Part Time & 
Full Time Career Opportunities 


Call toll free to place your classified ad: 


800-824-6548 
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B O OKS, from page 1 


Rivera said. “They’re asking questions 
and getting their family [involved].” 

Following the conclusion of the 
event, the kids got to pick out books 
from boxes packed to the brim to take 
home. The school has dozens and dozens 
of extra books waiting for a new home 
and the literacy event was the perfect 
—" LZ = chance to get them into the hands of 
I ey Fit eager young readers. 


ga 


Sacees BEe | | [> = m2 “Tm really excited. They’re all lov- 
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Second grade teacher Molly Cooksy reads to a table of kids and their ing it. Their faces, you can tell they're 
parents during the Family Literacy event at Lawrence School on _Tameiko Hines, left, talks about the current book with Darcelle Clark having fun,” said first grade teacher Sue 


Wednesday. at the Lawrence School Literacy Night held Feb. 5. Photos by Peter Spots Leary. “[The books] are sitting around 
=_—_ | when they could be in kids’ hands. We 


said the extra books we’ll give to the 
kids so they can have a library in their 
own house.” 

First grader Sophia Guzman said 
she loves reading with her big sister at 
home and enjoyed the chance to read 
| with her out loud in the groups at the 

j=" ~— school. 
i “My favorite was the ‘School 
Stinks’ [book],” Guzman said. “I liked 
when the boy was on the monkey bars 

Snes ee : then he said ‘I love first grade.’ Then the 
English language learner teacher Laura Battles and Laniyah Hines _ girl said she wants to punch him.” 
look at a book. Leary worked with fellow teach- 
ers Amy Drohan and Julia Campbell to 
organize the event. They were joined 
by Korri Flynn, Laura Battles, Molly 
Cooksy and Haley McCormick to read 
to the kids. Leary said every couple 
months the school tries to hold some 
form of education event where parents 
can come in and have fun with their 
kids. She said the current plan for the 
next family event is a math games night. 
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“[The books] are sitting around 
when they could be in kids’ hands. 
We said the extra books 
we'll give to the kids so they can 
have a library in their own house.” 





Dustin Sibley is all smiles when it comes to Kanila Rodriguez enjoys her hot chocolate Sue Leary 
choose books to take home. reading a good book. while listening to a book. 
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~ Come by for a tour and receive dinner on us! 
Complete with a delicious dessert and bottle of wine! 


a Please RSVP to our Receptionist by 
__ Friday, February 7th at 413.593.0088 oe 


- = - a ~ 
eo <5 a Tas _ a= 
‘ ee a : : i a _ = ; = —— al 
gS = ae =. ee eee eee a 
— = a. i - _ . = - : =_ a ry : = = = 





929 Memorial Drive 
Chicopee, MA 01020 
www.arborsassistedliving.com 






16 © FEBRUARY 7,2020 © The Holyoke Sun 


